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Rumer Godden 


KINGFISHERS CATCH FIRE 
A Novel of India 


“I have never read anything of hers that didn’t leave pretty 
pictures in the mind and put one into a better temper with 
humanity, and Kingfishers Catch Fire is no exception.”” Margarhita 
Laski (Observer)—Book Society Recommendation. 12s. 6d. 


C. L. Hotden 


VIDEHI 


“Mr. Holden is completely convincing. . . . A sensitive, moving 
piece of writing.” The Listener: **Videhi is a charming representative 
of the new India and the author makes her story a very real one.” — 
Liverpool Post. 15s. 


Thomas Hardy 
TESS OF THE DURBERVILLES 


Illustrated Edition 


Illustrated with photographs of the ‘“*Wessex’’ country 
18s. 


Winefride Nolan 
THE NEW INVASION 


The ‘invaders’ are two people of Irish descent, reared in Britain, 
who, though typical townspeople until nearly thirty, settle on a 
neglected farm in County Wicklow. Zhe New Invasion tells the 
story of their farming experiences, with side glances at local customs 
and Irish History. 15s. 


Maemillan & Co. Ltd. 


St. Martin’s Street, London, W.C.2 
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From the Iliffe list 


A selection of recent publications from the extensive range of technical books 


““ THE AUTOCAR ” HANDBOOK. By The Staff of “* The Autocar ” 
82” x 54”. Over200 pp. 21st Edition. 7s.6d. net. 


MOTOR CYCLES AND HOW TO MANAGE THEM 
By “‘ The Motor Cycle” Staff. 7” x5". 32nd Edition 6s. net. 


PLANNING: The Architect’s Handbook. By S. Rowland Pierce, F.R.1.B.A., 
Dist. T.P., Rome Scholar in Architecture ; and Patrick Cutbush, A.R.1.B.A., 

A.A. DIP., A.LL.A., R.LB.A. Alfred Bossom Gold Medallist. 
7th Edition. Ready September 


ARCHITECTS’ DETAIL SHEETS. Edited by Edward D. Mills, F.R.1.B.A. 
12”x 94". 228 pp. 25s. net. 
INDUSTRIAL BRAZING. By H. R. Brooker and E. V. Beatson, B.sc. 


(Eng.), A.M.LE.E. 
83” « 54h". 344 pp. 35s. net. 


RADIO DESIGNER’S HANDBOOK. Edited by F. Langford-Smith, B.sc., 
B.E., 1.R.A. (U.S.A.), A.M.LE. (Aust.). 4th Edition. 
8}” x 54”. Over 1,500 pp. This title now available. 42s. net. 


ILIFFE & SONS LTD., DORSET HOUSE, STAMFORD ST., LONDON, S.E.1 +> 














British Public Utilities 


By J. F. Sleeman, Lecturer in Social Economics, 


Piano Technique 


By Sidney Harrison. 12/6net. “... he now 


University of Glasgow A comprehensive writes about piano-playing without dullness, 
survey, of interest to lecturers in economics and without jargon, without severe anatomical or 
social administration and their students, as well acoustical diagrams, and without claiming 


as to all who are concerned with the nationalized possession of the One and Ouly True Method 
industries 20/- net . sensible, readable book ’ 
O’LONDON’S WEEKLY 


The Pleasures of 


Painting 


By Adrian Hill. Illustrated in colour and black- 
and-white. 25/- net. “... He has so well 
described the stages by which each painting was 
built up that it makes the reader feel it is so 
easy to start painting and produce such fine 
results. The author is well known as a pioneer 
in and exponent of art therapy, and those who 
are ill and confined to bed, and in hospitals, as 
well as many students of art will welcome this 
book gladly". TEACHERS WORLD. 


Stock Husbandry 


By J. S. Paton Philip, M.a.(Cantab). This book 
teaches the fundamental principles of the 
agricultural sciences and their modern applica- 
tion as they affect stock husbandry. It deals 
with the breeding, rearing, feeding, and the 
treatment of diseases of Dairy Cattle, Beef 
Cattle, Sheep, Pigs, Poultry, and Farm Horses. 
Illustrated with over 30 photographic plates 
and containing a valuable collection of tables, 

21/- net 


Sir Isaae Pitman & Sons Ltd. 


Parker Street « Kingsway -« London « W.C.2 
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COMING IN OCTOBER 
CASSELL’S 


ENCYCLOPAEDIA 
OF LITERATURE 


edited by S. H. STEINBERG 
Ph.D. (Leipzig), F.R.Hist.S. 


i 





This Encyclopaedia is designed to give the reader a scholarly and com- 
prehensive survey of the literature of the entire world from the earliest 
times down to the present day. The book has been divided into three 
sections, the articles in each being arranged in alphabetical order. 
Planned on a truly international scale, the work includes contributions 
from over 200 authors of more than 30 different nationalities. 


PART I contains 
(a) Histories of the literatures of the world, from oral traditions | 
and first records down to the latest trends. While greater space | 
has been accorded to the main European and Asian literatures, 
particular care has been given to those literatures which are 
not always adequately dealt with in works of reference. 


| 
(b) Articles on literary forms, literary schools, genres and topics 
| 






connected with special aspects of literature. The substantial 
major articles of a general nature are supported by briefer 
entries on individual items or individual writers. 






PART II contains 

Biographies of the writers of the world down to the turn of the 20th 
century. Each entry gives the date and place of birth and death, 
the main events of the subject’s life and a critical appraisal 
of his work. 


PART III, which contains 20th century Biographies, is designed on the 
same lines as Part II. 


Cassell’s Encyclopaedia of Literature has been designed to cater | 
for all needs and tastes. It will be indispensable: 


(a) for everyone interested in literature, as a general reference book; 
| 


(b) for students’and scholars, because of the wealth of material 
both in the articles and their bibliographies; 


(c) for all those who like to read original, well-informed essays 
on literary subjects. 


Approx. 2,000 pp., 92” x 6}”. In two volumes 84s. net. 
In one volume, t-leather £5 5s. net. 


A 12 page prospectus giving the fullest possible details is available on request. 


CASSELL AND COMPANY, LIMITED 
37/38 ST. ANDREW’S HILL, LONDON, E.C.4 






































The Story of 
Axel Munthe 


Gustaf Munthe and 
Gudrun Uexkiill 


This translation, by Malcolm 
Munthe and Lord Sudley, 
is the first book about the 
famous author of The Story 
of San Michele to be published 
in the English language. It 
is full of personal details that 
add to our understanding of a 
most enigmatic personality, 
It covers, in episodic form, 
his remarkable career from 
youth to old age, and shows 
from the two different points 
of view how near to the legend 
the man was. 


Illustrated 18s. net 


Queen Over the 
Water 


Mary Beatrice of Modena 
Queen of James II 


Mary Hopkirk 

This is an appreciative and 
historical study of a neglected 
Queen. Mrs. Hopkirk shows 
her as a most attractive 
woman, attached to her hus- 
band, devoted to her son and 
suffering without complaint 
and with great dignity and 
sense of duty, the harsh or- 
deal of exile. The author also 
fills in the restless back- 
ground of England during the 
period with much detail and 
social acumen. 


Illustrated 21s. net 


JOHN MURRAY 





























The Diary of 
Alfred Domett 


1872-1885 


Edited by E. A. Horsman 


(Lecturer in English in the 
University of Durham) 


255. net 


Alfred Domett, in his youth, knew 
Browning well, and on his return 
to England, after thirty years in 
New Zealand, the friendship was 
cordially resumed. This forms the 
main justification for publishing 
his diary, kept from the time of his 
return in 1872 until 1885, two years 
before his death. In addition to 
Browning, other celebrities of the 
time move in and out of the diary; 
some, like Doré, Oscar Wilde, or 
the ageing Swinburne, appearing 
only for a moment, others holding 
the focus for longer periods— 
R. H. Horne in his chaotic 
lodgings, or Lord Tennyson, a 
weekend visit to whom provides 
material to fill several pages. From 
Martin Tupper to Matthew Arnold, 
there seems hardly one eminent 
Victorian who escapes comment in 
reported gossip and table-talk. 
Nor is Domett himself without 
interest. The Introduction con- 
tains the fullest account of his life 
yet written, particularly of the 
crucial thirty years spent in New 
Zealand. 


OXFORD 
UNIVERSITY PRESS 


























THE PRINCIPLES 
AND PRACTICE OF 


MANAGEMENT 


Edited by E. F. L. BRECH, 
B.A. B.SC., (ECON.), M.LI.A. 


Associate Authors: R. M. ALDRICH, M.1.P.M., A.M.LILA. 
A. W. FIELD, B.sc., A.M.I.MECH.E., F.LLA., J. MADDOCK, 
A.S.A.A., A.C.W.A., F.LLA., and FRANK L. WOODROFFE, F.s.M.a. 


This, the first comprehensive British textbook of management in 
the present generation, is the work of a team of authors, each a 
specialist in his own field with a long practical background in 
industry at a high level of responsibility. 


** Amongst British Management books this one will be found for 
many and many a year on shelves in Libraries and elsewhere, and 
other authors will quote it over and over again. . . . It is not a book 
to borrow, it is a book to buy, to study carefully, and to keep for 
constant reference.” —MANAGEMENT LIBRARY BULLETIN 


750 pages, 50s. net 


A GENERAL SERVICE LIST 


OF ENGLISH WORDS 


With Semantic Frequencies and a Supplementary 
Word-List for the Writing of Popular Science 
and Technology 


Compiled and Edited by MICHAEL WEST 


Two major problems confront the teacher of English as a 
second language: how to teach, and what to teach. In recent 
years considerable work has been done on the question of 
selection, by studying the frequency with which various 
words occur. Dr. West, who has compiled this List, is a 
distinguished worker in this field. His book includes both 
the material of a valuable report—now out of print— 
produced in 1934, and the results of important research 
carried out since then. 


600 pages, 50s. net 
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A. C. WARD 
GUIDES TO 
TWENTIETH-CENTURY LITERATURE 
I. GENERAL AND COMPOSITE STUDIES 


By 1950 the proliferating literature about the literature of the twentieth 
century threatened to become an entangling library undergrowth amid which 
students of the period seeking guidance might find themselves stumbling in 
bewilderment. The present two-part article (the second part of which will 
consider some studies of individual authors) aims to set up a few signposts. 


Although the literature of the ‘new age’ had begun to appear before the end 
of the nineteenth century in the works of Samuel Butler, Bernard Shaw, 
H. G. Wells, and others with an anti-Victorian outlook, it was still the great 
Victorians who dominated the public mind in Britain throughout the first 
decade of the twentieth century. Poetry was thought to have ended with the 
death of Tennyson in 1892, though a note of Tennysonian romanticism 
lingered in the popular verse of Alfred Noyes, who himself wrote Some 
Aspects of Modern Poetry (1925, Hodder & Stoughton) from a personal angle 
at a time when the romantic tradition was already severely shaken and a new 
Battle of the Books impending: a battle between literature based on literary 
(i.e. aesthetic) values and literature based on social and political values. This 
battle, an outcome of the sociological and international problems created by 
the two World Wars, continues with little prospect of reconciliation between 
those to whom literature is primarily an art which politics can only bedevil, 
and those for whom ideology is the alpha and omega of all writing. Since 
the ideologists are possessed by a sense of urgency inseparable from the cru- 
sading spirit, while their opponents cling to a defensive position, much of 
the critical writing in the second quarter of the century was of the purposive 
type and included such definitely partisan works as Christopher Caudwell’s 
Studies in a Dying Culture (1938, Lane, 9s.6d.). 


The general surveys of contemporary literature have mostly sought to keep 
to the middle of the road. A pioneer undertaking was (Sir) Harold Williams's 
Modern English Writers: Being a Survey of Imaginative Literature 1890-1914 (3rd 
edition 1925, Sidgwick & Jackson), an exhaustive volume hampered by a 
desire for inclusiveness which led the author to allot space to many then 
unimportant and now forgotten writers. In some sense a companion piece 
written a generation later is R. A. Scott-James’s Fifty Years of English Litera- 
ture 1900-1950 (1951, Longmans, 15s.). Beginning with Bernard Shaw and 
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ending with Christopher Fry, it offers much interesting comment in agree- 
able form, though somewhat languid in style and, like Harold Williams’s 
book, somewhat timidly unselective. Most works of such wide range are 
culpable in this respect, though A. C. Ward’s Twentieth-Century Literature 
1900-1940 (12th edition 1953, Methuen, 10s.6d.) endeavours to limit the risk 
through a more selective approach which intentionally excludes many lesser 
writers. In the volume by Millett cited below, Ward is said to have made ‘a 
valiant attempt to clear paths through the jungle of contemporary literature’ 
but to be addressing an elementary audience which has “discouraged intellec- 
tual range and inhibited his judgments’. It may be permissible for the author 
to admit that his set purpose was indeed to provide an introductory survey 
for non-specialist inquirers. H. V. Routh’s English Literature and Ideas in the 
Twentieth Century: An Inquiry into Present Difficulties and Future Prospects (3rd 
edition 1950, Methuen, 11s.6d.) suggests that ‘our best poetry and prose has 
been almost overwhelmed by the impact of ideas’, and the author planned his 
book as a discussion of literature linked to thought. Intellectualist (though 
moderate) in outlook, Edwin Muir’s The Present Age from 1914 (1939, Intro- 
ductions to English Literature, Vol. V, Cresset Press) surveys the background 
and the several categories—Poetry ; Fiction; General Prose; Criticism; Drama 
—and includes bibliographies of the individual authors with crisp and just 
annotations. Towards the end of 1950 Jack Isaacs embarked upon a radio 
stocktaking of the half-century’s output in talks published later as An Assess- 
ment of Twentieth-Century Literature (1951, Secker & Warburg, 8s.6d.), with 
chapters bearing such already familiarized headings as “The Stream of Con- 
sciousness’, “The Age of Anxiety’, and “T. S. Eliot and the Poetic Drama’. 
Here again a useful undertaking is partially overwhelmed by an avalanche of 
names and titles. 


The most ingenious reference book for the period up to about 1934 is Fred 
B. Millett’s Contemporary British Literature: A Critical Survey and 232 Author- 
bibliographies. Third revised and enlarged edition, based on the second revised and 
enlarged edition by John M. Manly and Edith Rickert (1948, Harcourt Brace, New 
York). It comprises a lengthy eight-part introduction on the Background; the 
Novel; the Short Story; the Drama; Poetry; Essays and Travel; Biography; 
Criticism; followed by the 232 author-entries each giving a biographical 
sketch, a bibliography, and a list of writings on the author. 


Among works within more limited fields, (Sir) C. M. Bowra’s The Heritage 
of Symbolism (1943, Macmillan, 15s.)—a scholarly discussion of a trend, inter- 
national in scope, which has profoundly affected English poetry in the last 
decades—has chapters on Valéry, Rilke, Stefan George, Alexander Blok, and 
W. B. Yeats. The later work of Yeats exercised on other British writers an 
influence only little less than that of Gerard Manley Hopkins and T. S. Eliot. 
These three as poets, with Eliot as critic also, and James Joyce and Virginia 
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Woolf as novelists, dominated the literary scene in Britain from the 1920s, 
though as innovators they had faced prolonged opposition. One of the first 
full-scale presentations of Eliot’s claim to major rank was F. R. Leavis’s New 
Bearings in English Poetry: A Study of the Contemporary Situation (2nd edition 
1950, Chatto & Windus, 8s.6d.), though his was not a voice crying alone in 
an academic wilderness, for an essay on Eliot in Bonamy Dobrée’s The Lamp 
and the Lute: Studies in Six Modern Authors* (1929, Oxford University Press) 
rated the publication of The Waste Land in 1922 as a literary event not less 
important than the appearance of Wordsworth and Coleridge’s Lyrical 
Ballads in 1798. Leavis’s purpose in New Bearings was to demolish the Victor- 
ian Romantic structure, as well as its outhouses in the poetry of Rupert 
Brooke and the neo-Georgians of the 1910s, and to set Eliot in the forefront 
of what Leavis believed in 1932 to be an approaching poetical renaissance. 


Robert Graves, himself a distinguished poet whose work has a strongly 
personal accent independent of any current mode, gathered his critical 
writings in The Common Asphodel: Collected Essays in Poetry 1922-1949 (1949, 
Hamish Hamilton). Though in one of these essays (“The Future of Poetry’, 
1926) he observed that “Mr. Eliot’s The Waste Land varies from the archaic 
literary to the commercial and the squalidly obscene, and Miss Sitwell con- 
fuses the senses’, Graves nevertheless acknowledged that their and other 
experimental poetry was the most interesting work then being published. 
Key to Modern Poetry by Lawrence Durrell (1952, Peter Nevill, 12s.6d.), a 
series of lectures delivered for the British Council in South America, brings 
to bear upon contemporary work not only the author’s creative sensibility 
as a poet but also a critical vision enlarged by his correlated studies in anthro- 
pology, psychology, and physics. 


Though T. S. Eliot’s modestly-named Selected Essays (3rd edition 1951, 
Faber, 20s.) is mainly on the literature of the past, it is an indispensable 
volume for students of present-day literature, since Eliot’s critical opinions 
have shaped the minds of most contemporary poets, critics, scholars, and 
readers in general. His Poetry and Drama (1951, Faber, 7s.6d.) has the double 
interest of viewing its subject in the large with Shakespeare as a standard of 
reference and of offering the author’s commentary on his own work in 


poetic drama up to The Cocktail Party. 


In Transition: Essays on Contemporary Literature (1926, Hogarth Press) Edwin 
Muir writes of James Joyce, D. H. Lawrence, Virginia Woolf, Aldous Huxley, 
Edith Sitwell, Eliot, Graves, and others. He speaks of the dilemma of the age 
as that of ‘the poet who desires to escape from his environment, and that 
of the critic of life who wishes to come to terms with it’: ‘escape is one way of 





tThe others were Ibsen, Hardy, Kipling, E. M. Forster and D. H. Lawrence. 
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saving oneself from being overwhelmed by the suggestion of the age, and of 
penetrating to a source of inspiration deeper than it’. Vivian de Sola Pinto’s 
Crisis in English Poetry 1880-1940 (1951, Hutchinson’s University Library, 
7s.6d.) sees contemporary poetry in two main aspects—as ‘the voyage out’ 
and ‘the voyage within’—and concludes that ‘poetry must indeed continue 
to look inward, but it must also look outward, and regain contact with a 
wider audience’. The book begins with Hardy and A. E. Housman and pro- 
ceeds chronologically to Eliot and his followers. 


D. S. Savage holds in The Personal Principle: Studies in Modern Poetry (1944» 
Routledge) that ‘the word “Literature’’ is a mere abstraction’ and that litera- 
ture is not to be approached as a ‘subject’ nor as an amusement: ‘In any work 
of literature we face not only issues of art, but of life-attitude, of religion, of 
morality, of politics, and our response has not only aesthetic but religious, 
moral and political implications.’ He discusses Yeats, Eliot, D. H. Lawrence, 
W. H. Auden, and the American Hart Crane, and refreshingly includes a 
sympathetic appreciation of Harold Monro, whose poetry has yet to receive 
due recognition. 


David Daiches’s Poetry and the Modern World (1940, Chicago University 
Press and Cambridge) is the work of an exceptionally intelligent writer 
endowed with the gift of freshening worn subjects. His earlier New Literary 
Values: Studies in Modern Literature (1936, Oliver & Boyd), dealing with 
Wilfred Owen, Joyce’s Ulysses, and Katherine Mansfield, also discusses Criti- 
cism; The Judging of Contemporary Literature; and Literature and Belief. 


The contemporary approach to reading-methods became more exacting 
as a consequence of I. A. Richards’s Principles of Literary Criticism (2nd edition 
reprinted 1952, Routledge, 21s.) and Practical Criticism: A Study of Literary 
Judgment (1929, Routledge, 25s.), which may rank higher as contributions to 
mental science than to literary appreciation. Written in some degree under 
the influence of Richards, William Empson’s Seven Types of Ambiguity (and 
edition 1947, Chatto & Windus, 12s.6d.) approaches poetry (with examples 
from past and present) through precise verbal analysis, examining those 
possible alternative or multiple meanings of words which enrich a poem with 
subtle interweaving significances. 


A more liberal-minded attitude towards poetry is assumed by two writers 
who have been Professors of Poetry at Oxford in the past twenty years. 
George Gordon’s inaugural lecture Poetry and the Moderns (1935, Oxford 
University Press) observes the best standards of British scholarship, presenting 
the opinions of a traditionalist with wit, perception, balance, and a controlled 
sympathy for the newer poetry. In C. Day Lewis's inaugural—The Poet's 
Task (1951, Oxford University Press, 2s.}—a younger man and former ‘rebel’ 
poet also speaks as a cherisher of agelong standards, and confirms the impres- 
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sion made by his A Hope for Poetry (8th edition 1947, Blackwell (Oxford), 
7s.6d.) that Day Lewis is among those poets who write about poetry as well 
as they write it. A Postscript to a new edition of this book in 1936 ends on a 
note that can be approved unreservedly by modernists and traditionalists 
alike: “Between the two ideals of poets today, social justice and artistic 
integrity, a foundation should be laid for a poetic future not unworthy of the 
traditions we have inherited and the society some of us hope and are fighting 


for.’ 


First-class shorter critical writings on contemporary literature can be found 
in volumes of collected occasional essays, notably in E. M. Forster’s Abinger 
Harvest (1936, Edward Arnold, 6s.); Virginia Woolf’s The Common Reader 
(1st series 1925, 2nd series 1932, Hogarth Press, 7s.6d. each) and The Death of 
the Moth (1942, Hogarth Press, 7s.6d.); Cyril Connolly’s The Condemned 
Playground (2nd edition 1946, Routledge, 10s.6d.); Rebecca West's The 
Strange Necessity (1928, Cape); and in the several works of Edmund Wilson 
(W. H. Allen), the American critic whose estimates of British authors 
command respect even when they provoke strong disagreement. 


Mr. A. C. Ward, whose writings include Twentieth-Century Literature 1901-1940 (mentioned 
above), is also the author of other books on literature and on painting. He wrote the pamphlet 
on Bernard Shaw in the Bibliographical Supplements to British Book News, and later a full study 
of Shaw in Longmans’ ‘Men and Books’ series. He has edited several volumes in The World’s 
Classics series and is at present engaged upon a three-volume History of English Literature (to 
be illustrated from contemporary sources), the first volume of which is due to be published 
by Longmans in the coming autumn. 





The opinions expressed throughout British Book News are the contributors’ 
and not necessarily those of the British Council. 
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IN THE BOOK LIST that follows the books chosen for review have been limited 
to those regarded by the selectors as sufficiently good of their kind to be worthy of 
recommendation. The list is compiled with the assistance of Aslib (incorporating the 
Association of Special Libraries and Information Bureaux and the British Society for 
International Bibliography), the British Council Medical Library, the British Drama 
League, the British Film Institute, the British Library of Political and Economic 
Science (London School of Economics), the Commonwealth National Library 
(Canberra, Australia), the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies (University of London), 
the Library Association, the National Library Service (Wellington, New Zealand), 
the Public Library of Toronto (Canada), the Royal Empire Society, the Royal 
Geographical Society, the Royal Institute of British Architects, the Royal Institute 
of International Affairs, the Royal United Service Institution, the South African 
Public Library (Cape Town, South Africa), the Victoria and Albert Museum and 
many individual specialists. 


THE CLASSIFICATION follows the Standard (15th) Edition, revised, of Dewey’s 
Decimal Classification for libraries, and the Dewey number is given in brackets at the 
end of each entry. In the Literature Section an A after the Dewey number indicates 
Australia, C Canada, NZ New Zealand and SA South Africa. 


ORDERS FOR BOOKS should be placed with a neighbouring bookseller or (if no 
bookseller is available) should be sent with a remittance to the National Book League, 
7 Albemarle Street, London, W.1, who will forward them to a bookseller in Britain. 


UNESCO BOOK COUPONS can be used for the purchase of British books and 
periodicals in many countries in which there are currency difficulties. 


INFORMATION ABOUT BOOKS (and periodicals) on all subjects, and biblio- 
graphical guidance, may be obtained from the nearest office of the British Council 
(which maintains libraries in most countries) and whenever necessary such enquiries 
will be referred to the appropriate department of the Council in London, which is in 
consultation with the foremost British authorities in all fields of knowledge. 


THE PRICES QUOTED in this list are subject to alteration. All publishers are 
London firms except where otherwise stated, when the name of the town is given in 
brackets. 


THE SIZE given in centimetres after the price of each book refers to the height. 





World copyright. Permission must be obtained to reproduce any of the 
contents of this periodical, and enquiries on the subject should be addressed 
to: The Editor, British Book News, 65 Davies Street, London, W.1. 


432 








a> = ~m™ frArcA 45 





BOOK LIST No. 156 AUGUST 1953 





GENERAL WORKS 
Bibliographies 
CURRENT FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH PERIODICALS 


IN THE BODLEIAN LIBRARY and in Other Oxford Libraries. 
Bodleian Library (Oxford), 20s. 1953. 21°6 cm. 275 pages. Paper bound. 


A revised edition of a work published in 1925, since when many periodicals have ceased 
and new ones have appeared. The revision is therefore not confined to works still 
current but includes periodicals and series which were current in 1925. It also includes 
those published between 1925 and 1950 even though they may now have ceased. 
Consequently it is a most valuable location list for the student and research worker, 
still more so because it covers the holdings in periodicals of some sixty departmental 
libraries, in addition to those of the Bodleian Library. (016-05) 


CITIZENSHIP. A Select Book List for the use of teachers and school librarians in 
secondary schools and for non-specialist students. Compiled by T. H. Simms. 
School Library Association, 3s.6d.; limp covers, 2s.6d. 1953. 24°2 cm. 28 pages. 

A highly selective list of books which are non-technical in character and not class 

textbooks. Its range is from simple introductory books for the use of younger children 

to advanced books for sixth-form studies. Education in citizenship is a pressing need 
today and this useful annotated bibliography will be a helpful guide for teachers, 

students and librarians. (016-3) 


Encyclopedias 


BRITANNICA BOOK OF THE YEAR, 1953. Edited by John Armitage. 

Encyclopaedia Britannica, 638. 1953. 29 c.m 679 pages. Portrait. Illustrations. Indexes. 
This annual publication gives up-to-date information on events during the past year, 
and its authoritative articles are arranged alphabetically. New entries included this 
year are: European Defence Community, Mutual Security Programme, Ultrasonics, 
Speleology, Home Guard, Saudi Arabia (separately from Arabia) and Olympic 
Games(which appear every four years). Special treatment is given to certain important 
items, such as Malaya, India, Indo-China, and Education. There is a diary of events, 
and a useful list of contributors and editors. (032) 


PHILOSOPHY [AND PSYCHOLOGY] 


CIVILISATION, WAR AND DEATH. Sigmund Freud. Edited by John 
Rickman. New and enlarged edition. Hogarth Press and the Institute of Psycho- 
Analysis, 8s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 126 pages. (Psycho-Analytical Epitomes) 

Two short papers by Freud, ‘On Transience’ (1915) and ‘A Disturbance of Memory 

on the Acropolis’ (1936), have been added to this selection of Freud’s writings, which 

was first published in 1939. Though attractively written, they add nothing important 
to the main themes of the book. It remains a useful exposition, for the general reader, 
of Freud’s own view of the bearing of his theories upon the problems of the civilised 

life. (131-34) 
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A GENERAL SELECTION FROM THE WORKS OF SIGMUND 
FREUD. Edited by John Rickman. Hogarth Press and the Institute of Psycho- 
Analysis, 10s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 342 pages. Glossary. Index. (Psycho-Analytical 
Epitomes) 

This is a reprint of the 1937 edition. The book remains extremely useful as a compact 

presentation of Freud’s chief theoretical views expressed in his own words. The late 

Dr. Rickman, who was onc of the best known of the English followers of Freud, rightly 

claims in his Preface that the book gives an exceptionally clear view of the gradual 

evolution of Freud’s thought. (131°34) 


PLAYTIME IN THE FIRST FIVE YEARS. Hilary Page. 2nd, revised, 
edition. Allen & Unwin, 12s.6d. 1953. 23°6 cm. 192 pages. 16 plates. Line drawings 
by Louis Valentine. Index. 

Designer of popular toys for children, the author has spent many years studying the 

nature of children’s play to find out what kind of toys would best meet their needs and 

hold their interest at cach stage of their early development. He here records his findings 
and describes the toys which have been evolved to suit the developing physical and 
psychological needs of young children. All who are concerned with children will find 
much of interest and value in his book, which not only describes toys themselves but 
also discusses such matters as destructiveness, quarrelling in young children, tidiness, 


and childhood fears. (136-7) 


GODWIN’S MORAL PHILOSOPHY. An Interpretation of William Godwin. 
D. H. Monro. Oxford University Press, 15s. 1953. 19 cm. 214 pages. Index. 
An analysis which disinters Godwin from chapters in textbooks and shows him as a 
credible human figure important in the development of moral theory. Godwin’s 
primary concern is to examine the nature of ‘prejudice’—moral vested interests which 
undermine the basis of obligation and thus hinder the development of the good society. 
Moral sanctions properly rest on utility, though Godwin’s theory is not itself based on 
the thoroughgoing psychological hedonism of other utilitarians, but reveals affinities 
with Hartley's doctrine of association. Godwin’s epistemology and logic, inconsider- 
able in themselves as the author shows, are discussed to the extent that they bear on his 
ethics. (171) 


GREEK PHILOSOPHY: The Hub and the Spokes. W. K. C. Guthrie. 
Cambridge University Press, 3s. 1953. 19 cm. 29 pages. Paper bound. 
Professor Guthrie’s Inaugural Lecture as Laurence Professor of Ancient Philosohpy in 
the University of Cambridge is a plea for a more generous and adventurous attitude 
to the study of Greck philosophy. He points out how a thorough grounding in the 
subject may serve to throw light upon the development of later scientific thought. 
By tracing the continuity of meaning between concepts employed by the early natural 
scientists, and similar concepts in circulation today, the classical scholar can perform a 
useful service. Professor Guthrie does not decry the value of orthodox textual research; 
he is merely issuing an eloquent protest against pedantry. (180) 


RELIGION [AND THEOLOGY] 
THE BIBLE DOCTRINE OF SIN and of the Ways of God with Sinners. 
C. Ryder Smith. Epworth Press, 20s. 1953. 22°3 cm. 230 pages. Indexes. 
The author has already produced a number of competent volumes dealing with the 
main biblical doctrines. Here, as in the companion works, the reader is taken through 
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the Old Testament, the Apocrypha and New Testament, and the treatment of the 
doctrine of sin in each section is preceded by that of the ideas of God out of which it 
arose and followed by chapters on the way of God with sinners. Those who are pre 
pared for a systematic study of the Bible itself will find here invaluable guidance. 
(220-8) 
THE OLD TESTAMENT. A Conspectus. Theodore H. Robinson. Duckworth, 
8s.6d. 1953. 17°7 cm. 168 pages. Bibliography. (Colet Library of Modern Christian 
Thought and Teaching) 
This book by a prominent Old Testament scholar is intended for the non-specialist 
reader and contains a lucid account of the development of Old Testament literature. 
Those who want a balanced survey of the composition and dates of the various books, 
with an introduction to the study of their contents in the light of modern research, 
could not do better than read this small volume, which is a masterpiece of compression. 


(221) 

REASON AND REVELATION: A Question from Duns Scotus. Nathaniel 
Micklem. Nelson, 8s.6d. 1953. 22°3 cm. 112 pages. 

The author deals with the first question propounded in the prologue to the Opus 
Oxoniense of Duns Scotus, the medieval theologian, about man’s need for a super- 
natural revelation. He has translated or in some parts paraphrased the Latin text here 
printed and provided a lucid exposition of the argument. Duns Scotus contends that 
since the will of God is free and inscrutable, it can only be known by divine revelation. 
While critical of the conception of revelation and faith upon which the argument is 
based, Dr. Micklem illustrates its importance for theology and its relevance to current 
discussions. (234:2) 


COUNTRY PARSON. George W. Morrison. Edited with an Introduction 
by William H. Cranston. Ryerson Press (Toronto, Canada), $3.00. 1953. 19°5 cm. 
140 pages. 

Although local in setting and situation, these experiences of a country minister in 

Canada have a general appeal. The author points the differences between town and 

country parishes and, although writing with love and praise of the country folk, he 

regrets their too frequent unconcern for the beauties and amenities of life. He leaves 
here an echo of humour, tolerance, and a belief in hard work and good works. For 
many he recalls the full flavour of country fairs, fowl suppers, Christmas concerts and 

all the pleasantries of rural life. (253) 


WESTERN CANON LAW.R.C. Mortimer. Black, cloth 7s.6d.; paper bound 
$8. 19$3. 21°§ cm. 92 pages. Bibliography. 
Canon Law defines and determines the organisation of the Church and the personal 
conduct and obligations of its members. This book is a reprint of five lectures by the 
Bishop of Exeter. The first three give a broad outline of the development of Canon 
Law in Western Europe down to the Reformation. The next lecture deals with the 
changes brought about by the Reformation. The final lecture refers to certain peculiar 
features of Canon Law. This is a useful introduction, particularly when the revision of 
the Canon Law is being considered by the Church of England. (262°9) 


JEWISH ETHICS. Israel Mattuck. Hutchinson, 8s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 158 pages. 
Bibliography. References. Index. (Hutchinson's University Library) 

This work by a former minister of the Liberal Jewish Synagogue in London aims at 

presenting a systematic account of Jewish ethics based mainly on the Bible and Talmud, 
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which have ‘remained the permanent guide — ethical conduct’. Compressed 
into eighteen chapters is an immense amount of information about general principles 
and their application to modern problems. Terms such as righteousness, justice, love, 
truth, peace and holiness are discussed and the Jewish attutude to social justice, war, 
marriage and divorce are reviewed. Though a more convenient documentation and a 
more generous bibliography might have been given, this work provides a useful and 
trustworthy introduction to the subject. (296-38) 


MUHAMMAD AT MECCA. W. Montgomery Watt. Oxford University Press, 
18s. 1953. 22°8 cm. 208 pages. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 


A new study of Muhammad’s early ministry in the light of modern historical research. 
Such a study has become necessary not only as a result of the publication, in recent 
years, of material formerly inaccessible or incapable of utilisation, but also because the 
academic attitude to religious phenomena has changed so markedly during the past 
thirty years. Dr. Watt’s work is known to his colleagues for its learning, and also for 
its clarity and originality of thought and its charitableness of approach. All these 
qualities, so necessary to a proper study of the origins of Islam, are displayed here. 
It is their unique combination that, despite the difficulty of the subject, should serve to 
recommend this work to a wider public than the purely scholarly. (297) 


SOCIAL SCIENCES 


THE WEBBS IN PERSPECTIVE. The Webb Memorial Lecture delivered 
on 9 December, 1952. R. H. Tawney. University of London: The Athlone Press, 2s.6d. 
1953. 21°5 cm. 21 pages. Paper bound. 


From his long acquaintance with the work of Sidney and Beatrice Webb (Lord and 
Lady Passfield) at the London School of Economics, in the Fabian Society, and as social 
investigators, Professor Tawney is well able to estimate the value of their contributions 
to social knowledge and to its practical applications. His lecture is not merely an 
appreciation of the Webbs, interesting though his discussion of them is; it is, perhaps, 
even more worth reading as a reflection of his own philosophies on the political and 
social problems of the age. (300) 


Social Surveys 

THE COUNTY OF EAST LOTHIAN. Catherine P. Snodgrass. Introduc- 
tion by Sir Alexander Gray. Oliver & Boyd, 20s. 1953. 23 cm. 480 pages. 8 plates. 
$7 text figures. Map. Tables. Bibliography. Index. (Third Statistical Account of 
Scotland) 


The charm of Sir John Sinclair’s original ‘Statistical’ Account, published over 1$0 years 
ago, was that every one of the parish ministers who contributed to it was ‘the man 
who probably best knew the parish and the way of life of his parishioners’. Now that 
the parish is no longer self-sufficient but has to be viewed in the framework of the 
county, the modern successor of Sinclair’s account is in constant risk of losing a good 
deal of human interest. This third volume of the series shows remarkable success in 
avoiding that risk; for Dr. Snodgrass, as well as being a trained geographer, spent her 
early life on a Lothian farm. No one could have been better qualified to co-ordinate 
and supplement local information in a county which, while possessing valuable mineral 
resources, is famous above all for its land and farming. This volume is a most just 
account. (309-1) 
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Political Science 


STEMMING THE TIDE. Speeches 1951 and 1952. Winston S$. Churchill. 
Edited by Randolph S. Churchill. Cassell, 30s. 1953. 22°2 cm. 390 pages. 


This, the fourth volume of Sir Winston’s post-war speeches, exhibits the consistency 
of his outlook in handling major political issues as Leader of the Opposition and as 
Prime Minister. It also contains a number of speeches made outside Parliament which 
show him in a variety of moods—grave, pugnacious, laudatory, even flippant. Notable 
among these are his address to Congress in Washington in January 1952 and his 
broadcast on the death of King George VI. A book indispensable to the student of 
politics and full of interest for the general reader. (320°4) 


SURVEY OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 1949-1950. Peter Calvo- 
coressi assisted by Sheila Harden. Introduction by Arnold Toynbee. Oxford University 
Press for the Royal Institute of International Affairs, 52s.6d. 1953. 24°2 cm. 600 pages. 
Map. 3 folding maps. Index. 


With the publication of this second volume the post-war series of Surveys of Inter- 
national Affairs is properly established, and the author is able to forecast the pattern 
into which subsequent volumes will fit. Every part of the globe is not to be treated in 
each volume but ‘as occasion offers and events demand’. This is surely a wise decision 
eliminating the otherwise inevitable scrappiness of such works. In this volume for 1949 
and 1950 Europe, Western and Eastern; the U.S.A.; and Asia are all fully covered and 
a chapter is devoted to International Co-operation. There is again an accompanyin 

volume of documents. Future volumes will each cover one year and with the publi- 
cation of the next volume Mr. Calvocoressi will have caught up with history and the 
pre-war rhythm will be re-established. (327-05) 


DOCUMENTS ON BRITISH FOREIGN POLICY, 1919-1939. 
Edited by E. L. Woodward and Rohan Butler, assisted by Anne Orde. Third Series: 
Vol. VI. 1939. H.M. Stationery Office, 52s.6d. 1953. 24°8 cm. 882 pages. 


The documents in this volume cover the period 8 June to 14 August 1939. They include 
a significant phase of Anglo-Franco-Russian negotiations. This phase began with 
Mr. William Strang’s arrival in Moscow to assist His Majesty’s Ambassador, and 
ended with the opening of the last phase of the negotiations after the arrival in Moscow 
of the British and French Military mission. The two other main subjects of the volume 
are the Anglo-Turkish negotiations (following the Declaration of 12 May 1939, re- 
corded in the previous volume) and the increasing German menace to Poland. (327+42) 


PARLIAMENTARY HANDBOOK AND RECORD OF ELECTIONS 
FOR THE COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 11th edition, 1945- 
1953. Commonwealth Government Printer (Canberra, Australia), 10s.6d. 1953. 24°5 cm. 
449 pages. Frontispiece. Portraits. 8 folding maps. Tables. 


This handbook is compiled by the Commonwealth National Library. It contains the 
portraits and outlines the parliamentary and military careers of all members’of the last 
three parliaments to be elected. Voting figures for the elections of 1946, 1949 and 1951, 
and for the referenda and by-elections since 1945 are tabulated. Other details include 
lists of the holders of ministerial or parliamentary office over the period and a list of 
former members who have died since 1938. This edition, if used in conjunction with 
the 6th, 9th (now out of print) and 1oth completes the record up to the present 
Twentieth Parliament. (328-94) 
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SCOTTISH CHARTISM. Leslie C. Wright. Oliver & Boyd, 21s. 1953. 22°3 cm 
250 pages. Table of events. Bibliography. Index. 
This is an important book. In dealing with a violent democratic movement little more 
than touched on by previous economic and social historians, Dr. Wright has made 
excellent use of out-of-the-way sources, including Scottish periodicals surviving only 
in the British Museum. He divides his survey into the phase of English leadership up to 
mid-1839, the Scottish phase (1839-1942) embodying many features not found in 
England, and the entrance of the Irish, culminating in the 1848 disorders. Deriving to 
some extent from Adam Smith, the Scottish theorists of Chartism emphasised purchas- 
ing power and free trade in terms that are relevant to more recent times: “But it is not 


of over-production that we have to complain, it is of our inability . . . to obtain the 
means requisite for a sufficient consumpt of our national manufactory’. A difficult sub- 
ject has been made interesting by an attractive style of exposition. (320°941) 


THE PARTY SYSTEM IN GREAT BRITAIN. Ivor Bulmer-Thomas. 
Phoenix House, 25s. 1953. 22°2 cm. 336 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
The need for an up-to-date study of the organisation of political parties and of the 
practical working of the party system, as distinct from an exposition of the actual aims 
and programmes of individual parties, is well met in this volume by a former Member 
of Parliament who was also Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
After an historical introduction the book deals mainly with the present century. It 
explains, for students and general readers, not only general principles but also such 
matters as the choosing of candidates, and relationships with constituency organisations 
and the press. (329°942) 


Economics 
WEST DURHAM. A Study of a Problem Area in North Eastern England. 
G. H. J. Daysh, J. S. Symonds and others. Blackwell (Oxford), 45s. 1953. 25°4 cm. 
208 pages. 8 maps. Diagrams. Tables. 
West Durham’s coal resources are dwindling, and, in the lack of other means of em- 
ployment, there is a risk of economic distress in the area. The Northern Industrial 
Group, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, accordingly undertook this special enquiry, under the 
direction of Professor Daysh, of King’s College, University of Durham. After giving 
a descriptive and statistical account of present economic and social conditions, the book 
investigates the possibility of introducing new industries into West Durham. While 
its conclusions are of practical concern to the Durham region, it is an important contri- 
bution to the whole study of problem areas. (330°942) 


FINLAND. Economic and Commercial Conditions, September, 1952. J. H. 
Wright for the Board of Trade: Commercial Relations and Exports Department. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 4s. 1953. 24°6 cm. 106 pages. Tables. Map. Paper bound. 
(Overseas Economic Surveys) 

After a note on the economic effects of the armistice and the Peace Treaty of 1944, the 

surveys deal with finance, trade, industry, natural resources, communications, and 

labour and social conditions. (330°94895) 


BRITISH EAST AFRICA. Economic and Commercial Conditions, April, 
1952. G. T. Dow-Smith for the Board of Trade: Commercial Relations and Exports 
Department. H.M. Stationery Office, $s. 1953. 24°6 cm. 164 pages. Tables. Map. 
Paper bound. (Overseas Economic Surveys) 

The survey covers Kenya, Uganda, Tanganyika and Zanzibar, and contains data con- 

cerning finance; development plans; primary production; industry; external trade; 
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trade of Zanzibar; internal trade; customs matters; transport and/commiunications; 
social, labour and miscellaneous matters; and tourism. . (330°9676) 


THE RENT ACTS. R. E. Megarry. 7th edition. Stevens, & Sons, sos. 1953. 
22*2 cm. 817 pages. Tables. Index. 


Pending the introduction of comprehensive legislation and the ending of the hous 
shortage, the legal relation of landlord and tenant remains a difficult and complicabed 
branch of English law. Since the last edition in 1951, the author has added reference to 
250 new cases and there has been further, if relatively unimportant, legislation. After 
Part 1, a general introduction, Part 2 deals with the application of the Rent Acts, 
Part 3 is on benefits conferred on tenants by the Acts, and Part 4 is on mortgages. 
Appendices give Acts of Parliament and subsidiary legislation. (333°5) 


SPRINGS OF CANADIAN POWER. A Chatham House Information 
Paper. Royal Institute of International Affairs, 3s.6d. 1953. 21°7 cm. $9 pages. Bibli- 
ography. Paper bound. 

In the smallest possible compass here are the basic facts of the Canadian economy. 

After a brief but clear summary of Canada’s position in the American-Commonwealth 

nexus, a chapter is devoted to each of the principal natural resources of the country— 

iron ore, petroleum, natural gas and aluminium—and one to the St. Lawrence seaway. 

This is a most welcome account of the tremendous developments at present maturing 

in Canada. (333°70971) 


KENYA. Report: Inquiry into the General Economy of Farming in the Highlands 
having regard to Capital Invested and Long-and-short-term Financial Commit- 
ments, whether secured or unsecured; excluding Farming Enterprises solely con- 
cerned with the production of Sisal, Wattle, Tea and Coffee. L. G. Troup, 
Commissioner. Government Printer (Nairobi, Kenya, E. Africa), 1$S. 19$3. 31°§ cm. 
76 pages. 8 maps in folder. Paper bound. 

This report, published under the authority of a Kenya Government Commission 

established in 1952, is closely linked with others charged with ascertaining a fair price 

for maize, wheat, and other farm products. The general recommendations advocate 
increased European immigration to the Highlands, and the raising of £55 million 
additional captial which should triple the present gross agricultural revenue. The report 
however is principally concerned with production figures and finance, and does not 
touch on labour questions involved. The maps, folded and large size, include general 
and also detailed maps of soil, rainfall, vegetation, and farming zones. (338-1) 


A SURVEY OF AGRICULTURAL, FORESTRY AND FISHERY 
PRODUCTS IN THE UNITED KINGDOM AND THEIR UTILISA- 
TION, June 1951. Development Commission. H.M. Stationery Office, 7s.6d. 1953. 
24°6 cm. 148 pages. 2 maps. Tables. References. Paper bound. 

The terms of reference of this enquiry by the Development Commissioners were 

(1) To survey existing products and wastes of the agricultural, forestry, fishery and 

allied industries in the United Kingdom, and, where practicable, to formulate the main 

scientific and economic problems in the better utilisation of such products; (2) to 
record the present facilities fo this type of research and development. The survey 
covers Agricultural Crops of the United Kingdom; Imported Agricultural Crops; 

Animal Products; Marine Products; Industrial Products and By-products of Biological 

Origin; Timber and Forest Products; Research and Development Facilities. The list 

of sources of information, given at the end, is interesting and lengthy. (338-17) 


c 439 














Law 

CASES IN COURT. Sir Patrick Hastings. Pan Books, 2s.6d. 1953. 17°7 cm. 
256 pages. Paper bound. 

A reprint of a volume (first published in 1949) giving an account of the most memor- 

able cases in which the late Sir Patrick Hastings, the famous advocate, was engaged. 

Some deal with libel and slander, there are miscellaneous civil and criminal actions, 

cases in the Central Criminal Court, and murder trials. (346) 


CURRENT LAW YEAR BOOK, 1952. Being a Complete Statement of 
All the Law of 1952 from Every Source. Compiled by Clifford Walsh. Sweet & 
Maxwell and Stevens & Sons, 50s. 1953. 25 cm. 167 pages; (main work not paged); 
68 pages. Tables. Index. 

This invaluable work for all those concerned with English law has been compiled 

under the general editorship of John Burke, and supersedes the monthly issues of 

Current Law for 1952. References are made throughout the 3,685 numbered paragraphs 

to the Current Law Consolidation, published in 1952, which contains a complete state- 

ment of the law for the years 1947 to 1951 inclusive. The year book gives changes in 
the law during 1952, grouped together alphabetically under subject headings, referring 

to sixty-four Acts and two church Assembly measures, and giving digests of 1,240 

cases. There is a citator for statutes, and for cases, a table of statutory instruments and 

a cumulative index for the years 1947-52. (346) 


LAW REFORM AND LAW MAKING. A Reprint of a Series of Broadcast 
Talks. Heffer (Cambridge), ss. 1953. 19°2 cm. 91 pages. Paper bound. 
Nine addresses on different aspects of law reform which were broadcast in the autumn 
of 1952. After a general survey by Mr. C. J. Hamson of the condition of the law in 
England and the considerations involved in its reform, Professor A. L. Goodhart 
summarises the forces for and against law reform, Lord Justice Denning discusses the 
role of Equity in law reform, a barrister deals with the difficult questions of reforming 
the law of landlord and tenant, there are contributions on administrative law, the 
law of contract, and criminal law of Professors Wade, Glanville Williams and 
Seaborne Davies, respectively, and Sir Cecil Carr, Counsel to the Speaker, writes on 
law making. (347°04) 


THE LAW LIST, 1953. Edited by Leslie C. E. Turner. Stevens & Sons, 30s. 
19$3. 22°2 cm. 1,925 pages. 
This comprehensive annual publication contains full information about the English 
courts and law offices, counsel, and solicitors, and there are sections referring to 
overseas countries. The details of certificated solicitors practising in England and 
Wales are published by the authority of the Law Society. Improvements in this issue 
include a list of law faculties at English universities and the addresses of law societies 
within the Commonwealth. (347-05) 


Armed Forces 


ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF ARMY NURSING. The Story of the 
British Army Nursing Services from the Time of Florence Nightingale to the 
Present Day. Ian Hay (John Hay Beith). Cassell, 21s. 1953. 22-2 cm. 388 pages. 
30 illustrations. 6 maps. Index. 

This record of personal endeavour and sacrifice on the battlefields of the last century 

is transformed by the novelist’s art into a single story. Always lively, often poignant, 
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it is based upon the letters, diaries and narratives of army nurses on active sefvice 
in Europe, Africa, the Middle and the Far East, and also upon the official histories 
of the times. It refers to the nursing problems paramount in each campaign, and gives 
a straightforward, factual account 43 development from the Victorian Army noth 

Sisters to those of today. (356-92 on 


Social Welfare 


THE CONQUEST OF DEVIL’S ISLAND. Charles Péan. Parrish, 10s.6d. 
1953. 21°5 cm. 188 pages. Decorations. Endpaper map. 


In this arresting volume, which deserves a wide circulation, the author tells of the 
plans devised by the Salvation Army for the amelioration of the lot of convicts in 
Guiana and the total abolition of its penal settlement. Once permission had been 
granted to enter Devil’s Island, the ‘Army’ organised social prt penne te services 
and cared for the spiritual needs of convicts until the “Bagne’ which had lasted a 
century closed its doors. M. Péan, who played a leading part in the campaign, justly 
claims that with the disappearance of the settlement a chapter in social redemption is 
complete. (365-66) 


SHIP WITHOUT SAILS. An Account of the Barge Boys’ Club. M. Lloyd 
Turner. University of London Press, 73.64. 1953. 19°4 cm. 9 illustrations. Biblio- 
graphy. Index. 


The Barge Experiment was the outcome of long discussion by a group of London 
social workers interested in those ‘problem’ boys, not always delinquent, who needed 
an outlet for their energies but were unsuitable for the ordinary boys’ club. In 1948 
the group acquired a barge and berthed it at Wapping, and, after many difficulties, 
made it the headquarters of a vigorous and happy club life of a quite unique kind. 
This book gives a most interesting account of the club and of its social achievements, 
particularly as seen in the lives of its twenty enthusiastic original members. —_ (369°4) 


Education 


EDUCATION IN SCOTLAND IN 1952. A Report. Scottish Education 
Department. H.M. Stationery Office (Edinburgh), 3s.6d. 1953. 24°3 cm. 107 pages. 
26 tables. 2 diagrams. Glossary. Paper bound. (Command Paper 8813) 


In addition to the general reports and statistical information on education in Scotland 
in 1952, this Report contains a survey of technical education in Scotland from its 
start to the present day, on the work of the Royal Scottish Museum, on international 
contacts, on finance and administration and on Approved Schools, and of primary, 
secondary and further education, land and buildings, teachers, and services concerned 
with the physical welfare of the child. (370°941) 


THE CHRIST’S HOSPITAL BOOK. Foreword by H.R.H. the Duke of 
Gloucester. Hamish Hamilton, 25s. 1953. 23 cm. 459 pages. 53 illustrations. 
Bibliography. Index. 

A handsome volume prepared by a Committee of Old Blues to commemorate the 

quatercentenary of this famous public school and its long and distinguished connec- 

tion with the profession of letters. The design of the book, as Edmund Blunden 
explains in his Introduction, is that of an ‘historical anthology . . . enriched from 
surviving paintings and other works of art’. The extracts from the writings of past 
pupils of the school and others closely connected with it are arranged chronologically 
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to form a vivid picture of Christ’s Hospital during the past 400 years; they include 
passages by such famous Old Blues as Coleridge, Charles Lamb and Leigh Hunt. 
These are followed by the Compton Prayers, ‘appointed for the use of the children 
of Christ’s Hospital’. (37342) 


A HISTORY OF THE CHELTENHAM LADIES’ COLLEGE, 1853-1953. 
A. K. Clarke. Faber, 108.6d. 1953. 21 cm. 193 pages. 20 illustrations. 2 drawings. 
Plan. Index. 


This famous English public school for girls celebrates its centenary this year. In this 
volume, Miss Clarke tells of its foundation in a private house in Cheltenham, its 
aren part in the development of women’s higher education under the inspiring 
eadership of Dorothea Beale from 1858 until her death in 1906, and its subsequent 
growth into a great public school of nearly 800 girls. (376-8) 


WOODBROOKE, 1903-1953. A Brief History of a Quaker Experiment in 
Religious Education. Edited by Robert Davis. Bannisdale Press, 10s.6d. 1953. 
22*2 cm. 191 pages. 8 plates. 

A symposium on the founding, by a group of the Society of Friends in 1903, of 

Woodbrooke, on the outskirts of Birmingham, as a permanent Settlement for 

religious and social study; its subsequent growth during the last fifty years; its wardens 

and staff; its extension work both in Great Britain and overseas. One chapter describes 
the growth of the Selby Oak Colleges, and another is devoted to the influence of 

Woodbrooke in the Netherlands. (378-42) 


*““WESTERN’’—1878-1953. Being the history of the origins and development 
of the University of Western Ontario during its first seventy-five years. James J. 
Talman and Ruth Davis Talman. University of Western Ontario (London, Canada), 
$3-00. 1953. 23-4 cm. 208 pages. Illustrations. Endpaper photograph. Index. 


The Chief Librarian of the University of Western Ontario and Mrs. Talman proudly 
record its history during seventy-five years of courageous struggle, temporary 
frustration and remarkable achievement. The reasons for establishing the University 
and how it was brought about are given in Part I. Part II opens with the change of 
administration in 1908, when the Western University of London, Ontario, was 
established as the first university in Canada to receive municipal aid. Parts III and IV 
deal with developments and expansion during the years 1923-45, and the changes and 
further progress of the post-war years. (378-713) 


Commerce 


BRITAIN’S ECONOMIC PROBLEM. C. A. R. Crosland. Cape, 12s.6d. 
1953. 20°$ cm. 224 pages. Index. 


The non-specialist reader in search of a quick explanation of Great Britain’s economic 
problems and some hint of future developments will find this an easy book to read. 
The author begins by examining the position as it was in 1945, a time of crisis which, 
he suggests, was caused by other factors besides large-scale losses of capital at home 
and abroad. He urges the need for new long-term policies, in which he considers 
that the Labour Party should take the lead, for the prevention of future crises, 
particularly through the encouragement of a growth of output and of exports. 
(382-0942) 
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LINGUISTICS 


A WORD IN EDGEWAYS. Ivor Brown. Cape, 7s.6d. 1953. 19°8 cm. 128 
pages. 
This is the latest of Mr. Ivor Brown’s well-known word anthologies, in which, with 
his characteristic absence of pedantry, he writes about words that have arrested his 
attention or that correspondents have sent to him for discussion. The words are not 
necessarily uncommon: under his treatment, ‘pilot’, ‘guardian’, ‘enamel’ and ‘pepper’, 
for example, yield as much interest as ‘alamodality’, “gestic’, ‘joskin’ and ‘tundic’. 
These word-books are so informing and entertaining that it is to be hoped that the 
present volume is not the author’s final word on words. (422) 


PURE SCIENCE 


SCIENTIFIC EXPLANATION. A Study of the Function of Theory, Pro- 
bability and Law in Science. Based upon the Tarner Lectures 1946. Richard 
Bevan Braithwaite. Cambridge University Press, 40s. 1953. 22°3 cm. 387 pages. 
10 text figures. Tables. Index. 


In examining the logical basis common to all sciences attention is given to the part 
played by mathematical reasoning, theoretical concepts and ‘models’, by probability 
statements and by the factors affecting choice between statistical hypotheses. The 
work concludes with an examination of the laws of causality and of causal and 
teleological explanations. The simplest organisation of experimental data involves 
some logical calculus and Professor Braithwaite’s book aims to systematise the 
criticism of such devices. There has been many a call for informed criticism of 
the sciences of late years, and we have here a stimulus and a guide to those who feel 
moved to attempt this extremely important task. (sor) 


Astronomy 


THE STABILITY OF ROTATING LIQUID MASSES. R. A. Lyttleton. 


Cambridge University Press, 35s. 1953. 27 cm. 158 pages. 19 text figures. References. 
Index. 


This work discusses one of the main classical problems of mathematical astronomy 
and reaches the important conclusion that, contrary to the still widely accepted view, 
the dynamical evidence is entirely against the hypothesis that binary systems may be 
evolved by the so-called fission process. By disposing of this hypothesis the author, 
one of the leading Cambridge astrophysicists, has cleared the way for further progress 
in the wider problem of stellar evolution. The book also provides the best available 
survey of research in this field up to the present time. (523-8) 


Physics 
FUNDAMENTALS OF THERMOMETRY. J. A. Hall. Institute of Physics, 


58. 1953. 18 cm. 48 pages. Diagrams. Bibliography. Index. (Monographs for 
Students) 


The first of a new series of monographs intended as general reading matter for 
students following a Higher National Certificate course in Applied Physics and 
for those entering on a University degree course. The work is primarily concerned 
with the International Temperature Scale and its realisation, and there are descriptions 
of the various instruments used as standards in thermometric measurement. The author 
has spent many years at the National Physical Laboratory in experimental work 
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connected with temperature measurement and is an acknowledged authority on 
the subject. (536°5) 


PRACTICAL THERMOMETRY. J. A. Hall. Institute of Physics, $s. 1953. 

18 cm. $1 pages. Diagrams. Bibliography. Index. (Monographs for Students) 
A companion volume to the author’s Fundamentals of Thermometry (see previous page). 
This volume will have a much wider appeal, however, since it deals with the various 
instruments that may be employed in routine temperature measurements made 
under industrial conditions, pi with the methods of calibration of such instruments. 
(536°5) 


ELECTRON OPTICS. O. Klemperer. 2nd edition. Cambridge University 
Press, $08. 1953. 22°3 cm. 486 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 
(Cambridge Monographs on Physics) 

Since the first edition of this work in 1939 the science of electron optics has been 

increasingly applied to television and electron microscopy, to high frequency 

ators for radar and to accelerators for nuclear physics research. The present book, 
which is concerned primarily with the experimental aspect, serves, firstly, to introduce 
the student to the subject and, secondly, to provide the research worker and designer 
with essential quantitative information. The author, with over thirty years’ experience 
in industry and in university teaching in electron optics, has produced the most 
comprehensive review of the subject available; there are over 500 references to the 

literature. (53771) 


Mineralogy 

SEMI-PRECIOUS STONES. N. Wooster. Penguin Books, 4s.6d. 1953. 
18-5 cm. 31 pages. 16 colour plates by Arthur Smith. Bibliography. (King Penguin 
Books) 

This attractive little book contains a 31-page introduction on the chemical properties, 

cutting, polishing and traditional lore of semi-precious stones, a category which 

comprises minerals such as jade, malachite, lapis lazuli, turquoise, etc., and a few 

stones of vegetable or animal origin such as amber, mother-of-pearl, odontolites and 

coral. The colour plates are visually convincing and meticulously drawn. (549) 


Oceanography 
THE UNDERSEA ADVENTURE. Philippe Diolé. Translated from the 
French by Alan Ross. Sidgwick & Jackson, 18s. 1953. 20°3 cm. 218 pages. 4 colour 
and 35 monochrome photographs. 
Of the various recent books on underwater exploration this is the first to give any 
scientific account of the animals and seaweeds that are now revealed in their natural 
state. But the book has much more than this: in its lively, exclamatory style it assesses 
what the sea and its products mean to civilised peoples both economically and 
aesthetically. Chapters cover the history of diving, the special physiological conditions 
of the sea and how the diver slowly comes to appreciate them, identification of 
animals and plants and special techniques for exploiting them, observation of habits, 
especially courtship, submarine archaeology and future lines of discovery. (551-46) 


DYNAMICAL OCEANOGRAPHY. J. Proudman. Methuen, 55s. 1953. 
22°2 cm. 422 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Indexes. 

Written by the head of the leading British school of oceanography at Liverpool 

University, this is the only systematic study in English of the dynamics of ocean 
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movements. It is mainly concerned with deducing these ocean movements from first 
principles by simple mathematics, but also actual observations are compared with the 
theoretical results. The important effects of internal seiches, tides and waves are 
treated in a separate chapter. Full references are made to the literature, and historical 
notes are also included. (551°46) 


Meteorology 
THE RESTLESS ATMOSPHERE. F. K. Hare. Hutchinson, 8s.6d. 1953. 
19 cm. 192 pages. Diagrams. Maps. Bibliography. Index. (Hutchinson's University 
Library) 
The author is Professor of Geography in McGill University, Montreal. He discusses 
regional climates from the point of view of dynamical meteorology, and this links 
these diverse climates rationally. In fundamental writing such as Chapter II, Moisture 
in the Atmosphere, and Chapter IV, The Weight and Movement of the Atmosphere, 
the author occasionally allows himself a looseness of expression that a physicist would 
find unacceptable, but in general the writing is good and illuminating, and although 
the book will appeal chiefly to experienced geographers and meteorologists, non- 
specialist readers will read it with profit. (s51°5) 


MEASUREMENT OF HUMIDITY. Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research: National Physical Laboratory. H.M. Stationery Office, 1s. 1953. 24°6 cm. 
24 pages. 6 illustrations. Table. Bibliography. Paper bound. (Notes on Applied 
Science, No. 4) 

A simple description of methods of humidity measurement, of the instruments that 

are available and of the problems that may arise in their use. Addressed particularly 

to the non-specialist user in the home, warehouse or workshop, the notes have no 
pretension to detail or completeness. (s51°57) 


Archaeology 


THE ANCIENT BURIAL-MOUNDS OF ENGLAND. L. V. Grinsell. 
Revised edition. Methuen, 25s. 1953. 22°2 cm. 296 pages. 38 illustrations. 12 plans, 
diagrams and maps. Bibliography. Index. 


Mr. Grinsell has largely rewritten and extended his handbook on English barrows, 
first published in 1936. Part I includes chapters on types and chronology from 
Neolithic long barrows to Viking mounds, with others on general topics such as the 
cult of the dead and associated folklore. Part Il is a series of regional studies extendin 

from Cornwall to the Scottish border. Since much of our knowledge of English 
prehistory is derived from these monuments, a general survey such as this, based 
on personal field work and wide reading, is valuable not only as a summary but as 
indicating the present position of the subject. The illustrations, which include air 
photographs, are good. (s71°9) 


Biology Natural History Biochemistry 

A SANCTUARY PLANTED. Walter J. C. Murray. Phoenix House, 15s. 
1953. 21 cm. 192 pages. 1 colour and 63 monochrome photographs. Diagram. 

The author’s territorial habits are as strict as those of the robins and blackbirds he 

tempted into his sanctuary, but they have enabled him to extract the utmost natural 

history interest from the small plot he has planted and tended in Sussex. The story is 

a personal one of difficulties overcome and ambitions attained during and after the 
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war. His experiences in carrying out his plan of creating a sanctuary balanced between 
the wild and the formal are no less interesting than his careful observations and 
records of birds, butterflies and flowers. His passionate devotion to his task overcomes 
a somewhat highly coloured and exuberant style. (574) 


STARCH AND ITS DERIVATIVES. Vol. L J. A. Radley. 3rd edition, 
revised. Chapman & Hall, 65s. 1953. 22°2 cm. $21 pages. Plates. Diagrams. Tables. 
Bibliography. Index. (Monographs on Applied Chemistry) 


An authoritative account of its subject. In its third edition the work has become a 
series of monographs by British and American experts, with its own very complete 
set of references. The presentation is clear and the volume can be recommended as a 
fine summary of a wide and intricate subject. It is difficult to single out chapters, but 
those on ‘Starch Fractions’ and “The Biological Function of Starch’ are both very 


good. (574°19) 


THE NATURE OF VIRUS MULTIPLICATION. Second Symposium 
of the Society for General Microbiology held at Oxford University, April 1952. 
Edited by Sir P. Fildes and W. E. Van Heyningen. Cambridge University Press, 35s. 
19$3. 25°4 cm. 332 pages. 36 illustrations. Figures. Tables. References. 


Papers by a team of virus specialists representing different viewpoints, and the 
discussion of them, have been skilfully edited for this volume to emphasise 
the scientific aspects and cogent points. There are sixteen contributions from various 
countries; they represent the broad front on which research on viruses is proceeding 
in medical, pathological, zoological, plant and insect laboratories throughout the 
world, to each of which this volume is essential. (576-6) 


Botany 


MIRROR OF FLOWERS. Dorothea Eastwood. Verschoyle, 21s. 1953. 
222 cm. 248 pages. 21 plates (4 in colour). 


Mrs. Eastwood disclaims any pretensions of being a botanist, but shares the true 
flame of scientific curiosity, whether she is applying it to tracing the social and 
historical implications of country flower names or to compiling a flora of London’s 
bombed sites. The earlier part of the book roams in a pleasantly vivid and quotational 
style through old herbals and Victorian instructional works and reconstructs the 
gradual emergence of botany as a suitable subject for young ladies to study. The later 
part is more personal and establishes an immediate bond of excitement with the 
reader in the hunting of a rarity or the pursuit of a curiosity. (580) 


Zoology 
BUTTERFLY FARMER. L. Hugh Newman. Phoenix House, 16s. 1953. 
21 cm. 208 pages. 68 photographs. Index. 


This book makes a fascinating story. Mr. Newman gives us in full measure all the 
details of the day-to-day management of his butterfly farm; he tells of his various 
clients from schoolboys to scientific institutions and professional entomologists; he 
recalls some of the great names among lepidopterists and some exciting moments in 
the sale room and in the wild. But he rightly allows the main purpose of the book 
to be a memorial to his father, who made a success of the (apparently) unpromising 
calling of butterfly farmer. The photographs are excellent and illustrate the working 
of the farm as well as the insects farmed. (595-78) 
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THE SOCIAL INSECTS. O. W. Richards. Macdonald, 15s. 1953. 20°3 cm. 
233 pages. 51 photographs. 12 diagrams in text. Bibliography. Index. 
Dr. Richards is on the biological staff of the Imperial College of Science and has 
always been primarily interested in entomology. In this modestly presented book 
he has performed the valuable task of surveying the growing body of knowledge 
about social insects, wasps, bees, ants and termites. His writing is happily unadorned 
and will appeal to layman and professional alike. The fascinating complexities of 
insect communities, known in outline for many years, are now revealing quite 
startling details of adaptation to an experimental approach and Dr. Richards’ survey 
is authoritative and up to date. In a book of this size references cannot be cited, 
but there is a short list of further recommended reading. (595°79) 


WATCHING BIRDS. James Fisher. Revised edition. Collins, 15s. 1953. 
19°8 cm. 224 pages. 26 photographs. 35 illustrations and diagrams in text. Index. 


When first published by Penguin Books in 1941 this book had a tremendous success 
and obviously met a very real need among amateur ornithologists. This new edition 
has been revised, illustrated with excellent photographs and bound in cloth. Mr. 
Fisher deals briefly and simply with all aspects of birds and bird research—anatomy, 
behaviour, migration, population, distribution and ecology—and many of his 
examples are from recent research, but throughout he is careful to keep in mind 
(without condescension) his amateur audience. (598-2) 


POPULAR HANDBOOK OF INDIAN BIRDS. Hugh Whistler. 4th 
edition revised and enlarged by Norman B. Kinnear. Gurney & Jackson: Oliver 
& Boyd, 22s.6d. 1953. 23°4 cm. $88 pages. 24 plates (7 in colour). 108 illustrations 
in text from drawings by H. Grénvold and Roland Green. Index. 

This is still the only book at a reasonable price which has good illustrations and 

covers the commoner birds of the whole of India. Sir Norman Kinnear has revised 

and enlarged this new edition, adding one new colour plate and some more drawings. 

This late Hugh Whistler’s wide field knowledge of Indian birds and his easy and 

vivid style of writing enabled him to make this Handbook both authoritative 

and easy for amateurs to use in the field. Only a careful observer could convey so 

successfully the salient behaviour characteristics which identify a bird in the wild 

as opposed to one in a museum. (598-2954) 


APPLIED SCIENCE 


Medical Sciences Public Health 


MR. TOMPKINS LEARNS THE FACTS OF LIFE. George Gamow. 
Cambridge University Press, 128.6d. 1953. 21°5 cm. 100 pages. 9 illustrations. 
15 text figures. 

Professor Gamow has certainly developed his own technique for interpreting the 

latest scientific views about the universe to the layman. His stalking horse, Mr. 

Tompkins, having in previous books been introduced to the cosmos and to the atom, 

now explores his own body. He learns about the functioning of his blood stream 

in a conducted tour, explores the physical basis of heredity and witnesses the funda- 
mental working of his nervous system. Technical terms are not shirked but explained 
by devastating, and often extremely witty, analogies. In the last chapter Mr. Tompkins 
attends a lecture on the nature of life, which has many interesting conclusions about 
the energetics of biological systems. (612) 
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FOOD SENSE. A Handbook of Health and Nutrition. G. M. Chappell, 
S. S. B. Gilder, Louise Davies. Advisory Editor: V. H. Mottram. Ward, Lock, 
I$8. 1953. 20 cm. 224 pages. 15 plates. Tables. Index. 


Here is all that the housewife wants and needs to know about food values, hygiene, 
dietetics and the processes of digestion and metabolism. The subject is attractively 
and simply presented by authors who have themselves contributed to the knowledge 
of nutrition and dietetics by their research, practical work and writings. (613-2) 


A BACKGROUND FOR THE PREVENTION OF BILHARZIA. 
Alan Mozley. H. K. Lewis, 9s. 1953. 22°2 cm. 80 pages. 11 photographs. 
Glossary. Bibliography. Index. 


Those engaged in the increasingly important work of bilharzia control have to 
make a choice of different methods for varying terrains. Dr. Mozley, himself an 
entomologist, aims at giving a sound background of knowledge upon which the 
worker in the field can base his decisions. He describes the snails, the conditions 
required for their existence, the kind of places in which they live, with a general 
4 eth of the different remedial measures to be applied, and how snail populations 
can be reduced. (6144) 


CLINICAL TROPICAL DISEASES. A. R. D. Adams and B. G 
Maegraith. Blackwell (Oxford), 40s. 1953. 23 cm. $20 pages. 65 figures. Tables. 
Index. 


From the Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine, this thoroughly competent manual 
for those engaged in medical practice in the tropics gives the facts essential for the 
diagnosis and treatment of diseases commonly encountered there. Written with an 
economy of words, it is so arranged as to facilitate quick reference, and yet it avoids 
dullness. Roughly, each disease is defined, its geographical distribution outlined, and 
its aetiology analysed, with brief notes on causative organisms, their identification 
and vectors, followed by pathology, clinical picture, diagnosis and finally clear, 
dogmatic notes on treatment. (616) 


SOCIAL ASPECTS OF DISEASE. A. Leslie Banks. Edward Arnold, 20s. 
19$3. 22°6 cm. 382 pages. Index. 


This work, by the Professor of Human Ecology, University of Cambridge, should 
interest ancillary workers in government medical and social services, and the voluntary 
organisations. Against an historical background it deals sympathetically with the 
sick individual, the cause of his illness—perhaps infection within the family circle, 
or bodily or mental stress—the broad lines of his treatment and the administrative 
arrangements for its provision, and his final readjustment or rehabilitation within 
the community. Maternal and child health and the care of the aged are also included 
in this valuable contribution to the literature of social medicine. (616) 


DISEASE AND ITS CONQUEST. G. T. Hollis. Oxford University Press, 
9s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 171 pages. Index. 

Municipal, county, and medical librarians can confidently add to their shelves this 

distinguished small work, the aim of which—admirably fulfilled as Dr. Maurice 

Davidson corroborates in the Foreword—is to give a picture of the human organism 

in disease. To achieve this, the author chooses for description certain diseases which 

illustrate the processes by which the body becomes diseased, how diagnosis is made 
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and illness is treated. This is not a popular account, but a straightforward assessment 
of present knowledge written with charm and authority. (616) 


THE WORK OF SIR ROBERT McCARRISON. Edited by 
H. M. Sinclair. Faber, 30s. 1953. 22°8 cm. 388 pages. 2 portraits. Bibliography. 
Index. 


Chapters in which E. V. McCollum, H. M. Sinclair and S. Taylor estimate the 
importance of Sir Robert McCarrison’s contribution to the present knowledge of 
nutrition, and Dr. W. R. Aykroyd gives the history of the Nutrition Research 
Laboratories, Coonoor, introduce summaries of McCarrison’s important work, other 
than the Cantor Lectures recently published in a separate volume. Here, in an 
excellently documented volume, in which the scientific argument is admirably 
sustained, are presented McCarrison’s researches on sand-fly fever, goitre and 
cretinism, deficiency disease, beri-beri, stone, human diets in relation to health 
and disease, and finally various lectures and addresses. (616-46) 


TO DEFINE TRUE MADNESS. Commonsense Psychiatry for Lay 

People. Henry Yellowlees. Sidgwick & Jackson, 12s.6d. 1953. 21 cm. 215 pages. 
This witty and stimulating exposition of problems in mental illness is by the Con- 
sulting Physician, St. Thomas’s Hospital, London. Sincerely and simply written, in 
excellent English, it can be specially recommended to those who in their professional 
or private lives have responsibilities towards the mentally abnormal. After general 
introductory chapters, Dr. Yellowlees elucidates mental states often discussed, and 
generally misunderstood, such as depression, ‘inferiority complex’, anxiety neurosis, 
and delusions, considers the potentialities of suggestion and hypnotism, and weighs 
the pros and cons of the McNaghten rules. (616-89) 


PATHOLOGY OF TUMOURS. R. A. Willis. 2nd edition. Butterworth» 
848. 1953. 25 cm. 1,068 pages. 500 figures. Tables. References. Index. 


In this learned treatise—primarily for the pathologist, research worker and post- 
graduate student, and also of interest to the physician—Professor Willis gives a 
detailed general survey of the subject and expresses his own opinion upon con- 
troversial matters. He has skilfully incorporated knowledge gained during the last 
five years and has added to the many but selected references of the first edition (1948) 
400 references to important recent papers which he has himself consulted, indicating 
those he considers of special value. Among the advances to which Professor Willis 
attaches importance are those on the experimental production of tumours, the 
aetiology of bronchial carcinoma, Brenner tumours, masculinising tumours of 
the ovary, ‘myoblastoma’ the metabolic aspects of myelomatosis, tumours of chemore- 
ceptors, and the histogenesis of pigmented moles and melanomas. The book is a 
workmanlike production. (616-99) 


AN APPROACH TO CLINICAL SURGERY. Gerald H. C. Ovens. 
Churchill, 22s.6d. 1953. 21 cm. 320 pages. 118 figures. Index. 

The Professor of Surgery, University College of the West Indies, provides a textbook 

for the introductory course designed to bridge the gap in the medical curriculum 

between pre-clinical and clinical work. Assuming that the student is taking parallel 

courses in medicine and pathology, he divides the book into Part I, a discussion of 

general surgical principles, and Part II, history-taking and examination, which gives 
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a general scheme for all cases and special schemes for the commoner cases found in 
surgical wards. The book should help the student to produce a useful case history. (617) 


DISEASES OF THE THROAT, NOSE AND EAR. Edited by 
F. W. Watkyn-Thomas. H. K. Lewis, 110s. 1953. 25°4 cm. 892 pages. 
367 illustrations (22 in colour). References. Index. 


Herbert Tilley’s Diseases of the Nose and Throat is the remote forbear of this reference 
book for the surgeon and postgraduate student. There are sixteen contributors to 
the present volume, half of whom are on the staff of University College Hospital, 
London, and the work expresses their personal views on their specialities. The section 
on the ear is the largest, and perhaps the most interesting, in the book, with detailed 
chapters on audiometry, the management of chronic deafness and facial palsy, 
including the surgery of the facial nerve. Embodying a wealth of information and 
experience, this work, with its references to fundamental papers in world medical 
literature and its many illustrations from diverse sources, represents rather exceptional 
learning and care. (617°8) 


BERKELEY’S HANDBOOK OF MIDWIFERY FOR PUPIL- 
MIDWIVES AND MIDWIVES. 14th edition by Arnold Walker. 
Cassell, 15s. 1953. 19 cm. 422 pages. 3 colour plates. 78 figures. Index. 


The Chairman of the Central Midwives Board is responsible for a complete revision 
of this reliable vade-mecum and textbook for midwives. Much of it is rewritten, 
many new sections are introduced—such as those on relief of pain, postpartum 
haemorrhage and shock, control of puerperal infections, and the Rhesus factor— 
and Dr. C. T. Potter contributes chapters on the new-born infant. The book is 
carefully and lucidly written and well produced. (618) 


Engineering: Electrical 
INFORMATION THEORY and its Engineering Applications. D. A. Bell. 
Pitman, 20s. 1953. 22°2 cm. 148 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 


Information theory is the science underlying all exchanges of information, and is of 
special importance in the development of telecommunications and automatic control 
systems. In this book Mr. Bell has made available, in less advanced mathematics than 
those of the original papers, the substance of developments published since 1948 
in the theory of the performance of communication systems. He covers the important 
question of entropy and information, band-width and signalling speed, signal-to- 
noise ratio, coding, practical applications, and Wiener’s theory of filtering. His book 
is a timely and valuable contribution to this rapidly developing branch of tele- 
communication science. (621-38) 


RADIO ENGINEERING. Vol. 2. E. K. Sandeman. 2nd edition revised. 
Chapman & Hall, 55s. 1953. 23 cm. 634 pages. Diagrams. Bibliography. Index. 


The work was written primarily as an instruction manual for maintenance engineers 
at B.B.C. transmitting stations, and Volume 2 is concerned mainly with interference 
and noise, radio receivers, measuring equipment, network theory and filters. This 
edition has been thoroughly revised and a considerable number of minor additions 
have been made. The only substantial addition is the new section on transmission 
line filters. The book, like its predecessors, should prove a valuable tool in the hands 
of a practical engineer. (621-384) 
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DIELECTRIC AERIALS. D. G. Kiely. Methuen, 8s.6d. 1953. 17 cm. 
144 pages. 48 diagrams. Bibliography. Index. (Methuen’s Monographs on 
Physical Subjects) 

This survey is concerned almost exclusively with the radiation pattern characteristics 

of microwave dielectric aerials. It is addressed to physicists and engineers and provides 

useful design data for the aerial designer. The author, attached to the Royal Naval 

Scientific Service, has produced a valuable summary of the information available 

now on this rapidly developing subject. Both the experimental and the still incom- 

plete theoretical aspects are discussed. (621-3843) 


Agriculture 


ECONOMICS OF AGRICULTURE IN A SAVANNAH 
VILLAGE. Report on Three Years’ Study in Genieri Village and its 
Lands, the Gambia. M. R. Haswell for the Colonial Office. H.M. Stationery 
Office, 15s. 1953. 31°5 cm. 142 pages. Tables. Mimeographed. Paper bound. 
(Colonial Research Studies, No. 8) 

A very detailed survey, illuminated by innumerable tables on every factor which 

might be expected to occur in agricultural operations, followed by a census of the 

village in 1949 in which the names and age of every human being there are recorded. 


(630°96651) 


Forestry 


PLANNED MANAGEMENT OF FORESTS. N. V. Brasnett. Allen 
& Unwin, 20s. 1953. 22°3 cm. 240 pages. 8 figures. Tables. Index. 
The author, who is Lecturer in Forest Management at the Imperial Forestry Institute, 
Oxford University, has put together for the benefit of forestry students all the practical 
details of how to survey and organise tree cropping in all parts of the world. Ecology 
and physiology are purposely only touched on as far as the main theme requires. 
The book starts with a survey of yield estimates, rotations, distribution of tree crops 
and practical working arrangements; then proceeds to the detailed methods of 
planning management and recording its progress and results. The final part traces 
the development of working methods in western Europe from the Middle Ages 
to the present. (634-928) 


Horticulture 


PLANTS INDOORS. How to Grow and Arrange them. C. R. Boutard. 
Putnam, 18s. 1953. 22°8 cm. 268 pages. Frontispiece. 9 plates. $7 illustrations. 
Index. 

This excellently produced handbook contains: a section on general principles ex- 

plaining the various techniques by which plants can be established indoors and 

maintained in good health throughout the year; detailed descriptions, with illustra- 
tions, of a wide selection of plants and full-page plates showing how they may be 
grouped effectively in relation to one another; a really comprehensive alphabetical 
guide giving the Latin and English names, family and country of origin, description, 
disorders, methods of propagation and cultivation, peculiar qualities and requirements 
of over 175 plants, not counting begonias, succulents, ferns and palms which are 


dealt with separately. (635-96) 
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Cookery 
SOLO COOKING. A Book of Recipes and Practical Hints for Those 
Living on Their Own. Maude Preece. Vallentine, Mitchell, 10s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 
152 pages. Index. 
For the person living alone with perhaps only a gas ring or otherwise very limited 
kitchen facilities here is an ingenious and sensible little book—which should stimulate 
him to prepare and enjoy good food. The first part contains much practical advice 
on buying food in the appropriate quantities, cooking appliances and methods, 
how to plan for two days at a time, and gives some party menus. Part 2 comprises 
a number of detailed recipes—nearly all of which the author has carried out herself 
on a single heating point. It is astonishing how much can be achieved, given 
intelligence and enthusiasm. (641°5) 


PARIS CUISINE. James Beard and Alexander Watt. MacGibbon & Kee, 
158. 1953. 21 cm. 224 pages. Endpaper map. Index. 
The sixty restaurants listed here cover eighteen of the twenty arrondissements of Paris. 
They range from good bistros and small restaurants, less known to foreigners, to 
famous restaurants like Lapérouse and the Tour d’Argent; though the main stress 
is on the former. The brief but enticing descriptions are clearly based on close personal 
acquaintance not only with the décor, atmosphere and specialities of each both in 
food and wine, but, much more important, with the character and kitchens of the 
proprictors and chefs behind them, as the detailed recipes show. The ingredients of 
some of these put them out of ordinary reach, but others could easily be used with 
pleasure and profit, and all make mouth-watering reading. (641°59) 


Wines and Spirits 
COUNTRY WINES. Mary Aylett. Odhams Press, 8s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 
192 pages. Illustrations. (Modern Living) 

The art of home brewing, once widely practised in Britain, has sadly declined. An 
enthusiast here offers a pleasantly discursive account of the subject that is not only 
extremely informative but also practical. The opening chapters deal generally with 
equipment and technique; and thereafter Mrs. Aylett discusses many kinds of wine 
that can be produced from grapes, fruit, raisins and other dried fruits, vegetables, 
grains, flowers, herbs and even the sap of trees. History, anecdote, and recipes culled 
from many sources go to make up a welcome addition to the somewhat meagre 
literature of the subject. (663-1) 


HOW TO CHOOSE AND ENJOY WINE. Edited by Augustus Muir. 
Odhams Press, 8s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 160 pages. Decorations by Paul Hogarth. 
Endpaper map. Index. (Modern Living) 

This book differs from the many on the subject that have appeared recently in 

being shorter, and yet covering a wider geographical area, than almost any other. 

This necessarily means brevity of treatment, but since each of the dozen chapters is 

written by a great expert—André Simon, for example, or Warner Allen—it contains 

the heart of the matter. Primarily a book for the neophyte, but more experienced 

wine drinkers may find it interesting and useful. (663-2) 


Manufactures: Metal 

WELDING TECHNOLOGY. F. Koenigsberger. 2nd edition. Cleaver-Hume 
Press, 258. 1953. 22 cm. 349 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. 

This book originally appeared in 1949, and in the new edition has been brought 

up to date. It is intended to cover the essentials needed by the engineer who has to 
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take charge of welding operations, and also by students. It covers the various welding 
processes, the techniques of welding ferrous and non-ferrous metals, welding plant, 
safety and so forth. A chapter on the welding of thermoplastic materials has been 
added. (671-52) 


—— Wood 

WOODWORKING MACHINERY. H. R. Hudson. 3rd edition. Newnes, 
10s.6d. 1953. 23°2 cm. 160 pages. 148 illustrations. Index. 

The book surveys the many machines in use in the woodworking industry, describing 

in detail their construction and operation. The survey includes: the rising-top saw 

bench, cross-cut saws, surface planers, mortisers, the spindle moulder, band saws, 

and universal woodworkers. Supplementary notes on saw sharpening are also included. 


It is essentially a book for the practitioner and will be found useful by all those engaged 
in the woodworking industry. (674°4) 


—— Rubber 


HISTORY OF THE RUBBER INDUSTRY. Edited by P. Schidrowitz 
and T. R. Dawson. Heffer (Cambridge) for the Institution of the Rubber Industry, 
30S. 1953. 23 cm. 430 pages. Frontispiece. Plates. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. 
Index. 

Compiled by a panel of experts under the auspices of the Institution of the Rubber 

Industry, this work presents an historical review of the rubber industry, its technology 

and place in our modern civilisation. The individual contributors, in a series of 

monographs, have covered the varied aspects of the industry. The editors are to be 
commended in presenting this authoritative material to give a readable and fascinating 
picture of the development of a major technology so often now taken for granted. 

Published at a period when the advent and increasing importance of the synthetic 

rubbers may be foreshadowing future changes in the industry, this work should 

stand as a milestone in the literature of rubber development. The book is well 

documented and illustrated. (678-09) 


— Crafts 
HOUSEHOLD AND COUNTRY CRAFTS. Allan Jobson. Elek Books, 
21S. 19$3. 22°2 cm. 206 pages. 100 illustrations. List of illustrations. Index. 

This book is concerned with the everyday objects used in English domestic economy 
since the sixteenth century. Beginning in the kitchen the author describes the pots, 
implements and roasting apparatus used in preparing our ancestors’ food, passing 
thence to the dairy, wash-house, brewery, mill, blacksmith’s shop, and on to the 
open-air crafts—read-thatching, hurdle-making, etc. An interesting chapter discusses 
carriers and their carts, the introduction of horse-omnibuses (1829), bicycles (1868) 
and babies’ perambulators (1870). A good index, listing such unfamiliar objects as 
the gantry, hastener, myning trough and spigot, and plentiful illustrations from the 
author’s own collection add to the attraction of the book. It will be a useful addition 
to school and college libraries. (680) 


—— Footwear 

TEXTBOOK OF FOOTWEAR MANUFACTURE. Edited by J. H. 
Thornton. National Trade Press, 45s. 1953. 22°2 cm. 596 pages. 261 illustrations. 
Bibliography. Index. 

The first comprehensive treatment of footwear manufacturing to be published in 

English since 1935, which is a great advance on the two works published in that 
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year (both now out of print) and is easily the best general treatise in English, French 
or German. The editor, whose hand was perhaps a little light, is head of the Boot 
and Shoe Department of the Northampton College of Technology, and the con- 
tributors are mainly in managerial positions in shoe factories, nearly all in the 
Northampton district; the slipper section comes from Lancashire. The book restricts 
itself to the footwear factory: little space is taken up by ancillary topics, such as 
leather production and foot anatomy, which are well treated elsewhere. Costing in 
the shoe factory is omitted, as an authoritative treatise is expected shortly. (685-3) 


Building Construction 
BUILD YOUR HOUSE OF EARTH. A Manual of Pisé and Adobe 
Construction. G. F. Middleton. Angus & Robertson (Sydney, Australia, and London), 
22s.6d. 1953. 24°3 cm. 111 pages. 19 illustrations. 28 text figures. 5 plans. Index. 
Designed largely for the guidance of inexperienced as well as professional builders, 
this short handbook concentrates on the practical aspects of its subject. Typical 
questions are answered, and clarity is further assured by the use of helpful photographs 
and diagrams. Plans for several types of houses are sketched, and the appendix provides 
a model building specification. The author is an officer of the Commonwealth 
Experimental Building Station, North Ryde, New South Wales, Australia. —_ (693) 


ARTS AND RECREATION 


THE ANTIQUES YEARBOOK, ENCYCLOPAEDIA AND 
DIRECTORY, 1953-54. Edited by Donald Cowie. Tantivy Press 
(Tibberton, Glos.), 7s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. $72 pages. 100 illustrations. Index. 

This vade-mecum to the antiques trade consists of a directory of British antique 

dealers, a section of Tours Round the Antique Shops of England designed to help 

private collectors and trade buyers, a series of articles on miscellaneous topics and 
copious advertisements. Though printed on poor paper this reference work provides 

a great deal of information at a very modest price. (705) 


THE PRE-RAPHAELITES IN LITERATURE AND ART. 
D. S. R. Welland. Harrap, 10s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 216 pages. 8 plates. 13 line 
illustrations. Notes. Chronological table. Bibliography. (Life, Literature and 
Thought Library) 

The Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood, consisting originally in 1848 of the painters 

Holman Hunt and Millais, and D. G. Rossetti, poet and painter, attempted to revitalise 

contemporary subject painting by insisting that every picture should tell a story. 

Dr. Welland, in his introduction, shows that, as other artists and writers joined the 

Brotherhood or were influenced by it, the Pre-Raphaclites’ ideal began an influential 

affiliation between painting and literature. The poems, pictures and prose writings 

in this book illustrate the Pre-Raphaelites’ writings on art, the inter-relationship 
between their art and their creative writing, and contemporary opinions of their 
work. This book should do much to clarify many vague conceptions about an 

important literary and artistic movement. (709-03) 


Gardens 

GARDENS. Lady Allen of Hurtwood and Susan Jellicoe. Penguin Books, 5s. 
1953. 21°8 cm. 64 pages, including 119 illustrations. Paper bound. (Things We See) 

The authors’ aim is to focus attention on gardens and the part they can and should 

play in modern civilisation. By means of excellent and well chosen photographs 


404+ 

















from Britain, Scandinavia and many parts of the world they demonstrate the infinite 
variety of private and public gardening—the former in window boxes and on roofs, 
formal and informal, town and country, rock, water, herbaceous or wild; the latter 
in parks, zoos, sports grounds and swimming pools, schools, exhibitions, factories 
and cemeteries. (712-62) 





Architecture 
THE BUILDINGS OF ENGLAND. DERBYSHIRE. Nikolaus Pevsner. 
Penguin Books, 4s.6d. 1953. 18-2 cm. 288 pages. Frontispiece map. 92 photographs. 
Glossary. Index. Paper bound. 
Derbyshire, architecturally notable for its greater and lesser country houses, is the 
newest title in this excellent series, which offers such astounding value for money. 
The book is planned on the lines of the previous volumes: introductory chapter, 
inventory of things of interest recorded under place names, sixty-four pages of plates, 
and glossary of architectural terms. The result is no mere catalogue of facts but a 
stimulating and profoundly informative guide. (720942) 
THE CASTLES OF GREAT BRITAIN. Sidney Toy. Heinemann, 25s. 
1953. 222 cm. 276 pages. 200 illustrations and plans. Index. 
The author is an architect, an historian and a man of scholarship, who has for many 
years made castles his particular study. In this book, which must not be confused 
with his earlier Castles: A Short History of Fortifications, he describes in considerable 
detail the construction and history of every important castle in Great Britain. He is 
not only responsible for the text, but also for the excellent plans and for the majority 
of the photographs. His work is likely to be regarded as one of the most authoritative 
reference sources on the subject. (720°942) 


THE SUCINDRAM TEMPLE. K. K. Pillay. Kalakshetra Publications 

(Madras, India), Rs.35. 1953. 25°4 cm. $40 pages. 38 plates. Illustrations. 

graphy. Index. 

A large-sc ale mx mograph on one of the most important Hindu temples in Travancore, 
southern India, written by the Professor of History and Politics at Madras Presidency 
College and former art adviser to the state of Travancore. In ancient India the 
temple was the centre for an even wider range of activities than the church or monas- 
tery in medieval Europe. Dr. Pillay, while fully treating of the architecture, sculpture, 
inscriptions and iconography, also includes a systematic account of the organisation, 
personnel, modes of worship and other topics relating to Sucindram. His extremely 
detailed thesis is perhaps somewhat specialised for western readers who are not 
students of Indian art and history, but mastery of its contents would open the way 
to an understanding of other Indian centres of sacred art. (726-0954) 


MEDIEVAL CARVINGS IN EXETER CATHEDRAL. C. J. P. Cave. 
With a note on the Art of the Exeter Carvers by Nikolaus Pevsner. Penguin 
Books, 4s.6d. 1953. 18-5 cm. 43 pages. 64 plates. 2 drawings. Plan. Bibliography. 
(King Penguin Books’ 

The text comprises an essay by C. J. P. Cave, who also took the photographs, a 

scholarly 7-page note on the Exeter carvers by Dr. Pevsner, and an explanatory 

description of the plates. In forty-three pages a remarkable amount of information 
on English medieval carving between 1275-1350 is presented with clarity and concise- 
ness. The superlative plates which follow are a tribute to the late C. J. P. Cave who 
specialised in the photographing of roof bosses, the details of which are nearly always 
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invisible to the naked eye. The carvings here shown are nearly all roof bosses from 
Exeter, and include no exterior sculpture from the west front; the title is therefore 
slightly misleading. For value of text and photographs it would be difficult to equal 
this modest little book. (729°5) 


Ivories 

EARLY CHRISTIAN IVORIES. Joseph Natanson. Alec Tiranti, 7s.6d. 
1953. 19 cm. 40 pages. $8 illustrations. Bibliography. (Chapters in Art) 

A companion volume to Mr. Natanson’s Gothic Ivories of the Thirteenth and Fourteenth 

Centuries (1951), arranged on the same lines with a short introduction and informative 

notes on the history and iconography of carved ivories of the fourth to sixth centuries 


A.D. (736°6) 


Ceramics 

WORCESTER PORCELAIN. Franklin A. Barrett. Faber, 30s. 1953. 
2$°7 cm. 67 pages. 100 plates (4 in colour). List of plates. Bibliography. Index. 
(Faber Monographs on Pottery and Porcelain) 

The Worcester Porcelain Company (founded 1751 to take over an already existing 

factory) rivals those of Chelsea and Bow in fame and artistic quality. Mr. Barrett 

describes the different types of Worcester porcelain, including a recently identified 

group of figures, and tabulates the various marks used from 1750 to 1862. The plates, 

described without exaggeration as ‘a feast of finely produced specimens’, will be 

welcomed by all students and amateurs of Worcester china. (738-2) 


VICTORIAN STAFFORDSHIRE PORTRAIT FIGURES. 
Bryan Latham. Alec Tiranti, 7s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 48 pages. 71 plates. Notes on 
plates. (Chapters in Art) 

Mr. Latham deals with the popular Staffordshire pottery figures of the Victorian age. 

Royalty, politicians, generals and other war heroes appear in the plates next to 

murderers, famous preachers and hymn writers (Moodey and Sankey), forming 

‘a veritable pageant in pottery of the great Queen’s reign’. The author stresses the 

interest of such figures for the small collector. (738-3) 


Metal Sculpture Jewellery 
THE ART OF CARL FABERGE. A. Kenneth Snowman. Faber, 84s. 
1953. 25°§ cm. 167 pages. 27 colour plates. 380 monochrome illustrations. List 
of plates. Bibliography. Index. 
There are few more fantastic and exquisite examples of the goldsmith’s art than the 
Imperial Easter Eggs of gold, enamel and precious metals made for the Russian royal 
family by its court jeweller Carl Fabergé (1846-1920). One of the chief features of 
Mr. Snowman’s book is an illustrated, near-complete catalogue of this collection, 
which has now been ‘tragically broken up and dispersed’. The text also contains an 
exhaustive account of Fabergé’s factory, information about the designers, craftsmen 
and managers, details about materials and technique and an account of the different 
types of jewellery and precious trinkets which now, to contemporary eyes, epitomise 
the luxury and taste of a vanished epoch. The colour plates are particularly successful 
in reproducing the sheen and quality of Fabergé objects, and with nearly four hundred 
illustrations this book is probably the best source for studying Fabergé’s art, though 
it covers much the same ground as H. C. Bainbridge’s Peter Carl Fabergé: His Life 
and Work, issued by the same publishers in 1949. The author has specialised knowledge 
of his subject. (739°2) 
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A HISTORY OF JEWELLERY, 1100-1870. Joan Evans. Faber, 105s. 
19$3. 2$*5 cm. 240 pages. 186 plates (10 in colour). 48 line drawings in text. 
List of illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 

This substantial work by Dr. Joan Evans, author of many notable books in various 

fields of art history, comprises a carefully documented text containing a mass of 

information about jewellery styles and fashions in Europe, a superb set of plates, 
an 11-page bibliography and a well prepared index. In addition to the jewels them- 
selves many secondary sources of knowledge have been used, e.g. portraits, illuminated 
manuscripts, jewellery designs, bills and inventories. The text is in eight chapters, 
divided into chronological periods, with a final Envoi in which the author expresses 
well founded doubts about the future of the art of jewellery. This study, with its 
documentation and bibliographical apparatus, is likely to become a textbook on the 
history of jewellery. (739°27) 


Tapestry 
BRITISH AND AMERICAN TAPESTRY. Mary Eirwen Jones. Tower 
Bridge Publications (Hadleigh, Essex), 25s. 1953. 25°2 cm. 108 pages. 40 plates. 
List of plates. 
[his brief account of tapestry manufacture in Great Britain and America contains 
useful information on the seventeenth century factory at Mortlake and the nineteenth 
century factory at Merton Abbott. The two final chapters contain thirteen pages on 
American tapestry and embroidered pictures. Though the author approaches her 
subject with enthusiasm, some of her remarks on the general artistic background 
are amateurish and out of date, e.g. “baroque is generally understood as a degenerate 
form of the Renaissance style’. The plates are well chosen, clearly reproduced and 
give a good idea of stylistic development. (746°3) 


Furniture 
WINDSOR CHAIRS. F. Gordon Roe. Phoenix House, 18s. 1953. 22°8 cm. 
96 pages. 55 plates. 4 drawings. List of illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 

An engagingly written account of the most popular type of English traditional chair, 
which has been produced for more than two hundred years, chiefly in and around 
the town of High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire, but also in America. These chairs 
with their hooped backs of bent wood and ‘saddle’ seats were until recently regarded 
as suitable only for modest or homely interiors. Their history and origin (including 
the derivation of their traditional name) has been scantily recorded, but now that 
they have reached the ‘antiques’ category a monograph is very welcome. This 
Mr. Roe provides; he has talked with the craftsmen who make the chairs and 
unearthed considerable documentary material hitherto unpublished. Numerous plates 
represent the surprising diversity of “Windsor’ designs. The author is well known 
as a writer on furniture and antiques. (749°22) 


Painting 

PAINTERS OF THE VICTORIAN SCENE. Graham Reynolds. Batsford, 
42S. 1953. 25°4 cm. 126 pages. 114 plates (4 in colour). 18 line drawings. List of 
illustrations. Index. 


The emphasis in this sensibly written book is placed on the social environment and 
manners which are reproduced with such fidelity in painting of the Victorian era. 
Mr. Reynolds, Keeper of Paintings, Victoria and Albert Museum, London, has 
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resisted the fashionable temptation to over-write the sentimental or literary aspect 
of his theme. He neither makes extravagant claims for, nor, as was common fifteen 
or twenty years ago, totally dismisses the aesthetic merit of what he aptly calls the 
‘pictorial journalism’ of the period. The result is a balanced approach marked by 
enthusiasm and good sense. The book is in three parts, the first a 42-page general 
introduction, followed by substantial Notes on the Artists and Illustrations, and a 
concluding section of plates. Both as a ‘picture book’ and as a study of the period this 
volume is a valuable contribution to English nineteenth century painting. (759-2) 


MODERN INDIAN PAINTING. P. R. Ramachandra Rao. French résumé 
by Marcella Hardy. Rachana (Madras, India), Rs.37-8. 1953. 100 pages. 22 colour 
plates. 204 illustrations. Drawings in text. List of plates. 


Based on lectures given at Oxford in 1949 during the Summer School of the Royal 
India Society this book is ‘a survey of modern Indian painting, its directions and 
hopes’. The author, now an advocate of the High Court of Madras, has held various 
lecturing posts and travelled widely in Europe during 1949. The complex influences, 
both native and British, which determine the character of modern Indian painting 
are skilfully unravelled; useful features are the biographical notes on individual artists 
and the copious plates. The drawings which embellish the text are of outstanding 
pieces of Indian and Indonesian sculpture and were specially drawn for this publication 
by the Madras artist K. Sreenivalsu. They give a distinct character to this impressive 
example of contemporary Indian book production. (759°954) 


Photography 
PRINT CONTROL. M. P. Wooller. Faber, 21s. 1953. 22°5 cm. 117 pages. 
$1 photographs. 8 diagrams. Tables. Index. 

The purpose of this book is to explain the application of the more valuable control 
processes. They are essential factors in the creation of photographic pictures, and 
they help the worker to overcome many of the limitations of photography as a 
means of expression. There are particularly fine chapters on the use of oil reinforce- 
ment used for subduing highlights without any falsity of tone value, the unlimited 
scope of combination printing, local control, chemical retouching, intensification, 
the different treatments for bromide and chloro-bromide papers, and an excellent 
chapter on projection control. All the uses of print control are explained in a very 
practicable way, aided by many first-class illustrations. Mr. Wooller has concentrated 
on the most worth-while processes, which are not trick photography, but the 
essentials for improved exhibition prints. (770°2) 


Music 
VAUGHAN WILLIAMS. Percy M. Young. Dobson, 18s. 1953. 22°3 cm. 
239 pages. 5 plates. Musical examples. Index. (Contemporary Composers) 

This discussion of the greatest and least controversial figure in modern English 
music is considerably the best and most comprehensive that has so far appeared. 
Although the division into nine chapters is made on a basis of composition-groups 
rather than over-all chronology, the stages in Vaughan Williams’s steady, immensely 
productive development are sympathetically brought out, with a wealth of illuminat- 
ing comparison with contemporary musicians. While rightly emphasising his debt 
to the inspiration of folk song, English literature and landscape, Dr. Young shows 
how inexhaustible is Vaughan Williams’s harmonic and structural invention. An 
appendix includes the composer’s own lecture, ‘English Folk Songs’, and a good list 
of his works. (780-942) 
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BACH’S ORNAMENTS. Walter Emery. Novello, 12s.6d. 1953. 21°8 cm. 
164 pages. Musical examples. 3 facsimiles. References. Index. 
This outstanding book marshals, more thoroughly than any previous treatise on this 
vexed question, the evidence of autographs, early copies, first editions and theoretical 
writings, both ancient and modern, to illustrate the various styles in which these 
elusive keyboard ornaments may be interpreted. One striking fact that emerges is 
the inconsistency of Bach himself! Mr. Emery is to be congratulated on the lucidity 
of his exposition, no less than on his meticulous objectivity and dry humour, which 
make the book very readable. His conclusion that no absolute finality is possible is 
by no means inconsistent with the aim of the book, which is to make the player 
weigh the conflicting evidence and evolve for himself a sound but personal style. 
No student of Bach and his period should be without the guidance ofebe is likely 
to become a standard work. (780-943) 


OBOE TECHNIQUE. Evelyn Rothwell. Oxford University Press, 7s.6d. 1953. 
18-5 cm. 116 pages. Musical examples. Diagrams. Paper bound. 
The first book in English, by a distinguished executant, on the skill and craft of oboe 
playing. The craft lies, as Miss Rothwell clearly expounds, in the care of the 
instrument and in the sh: aping of its reeds. The skill consists of the correct use of 
fingers, lungs, lips and tongue, in an effortless, yet highly intellectual unity. Avoidance 
of over-technical language, a wealth of practical hints, and enthusiasm balanced with 
lack of dogmatism make this an indispensable book both for beginners and more 
advanced players. There is a most useful 30-page list of music for the oboe. (788-7) 


Sports and Games 
ACOL AND THE NEW POINT COUNT. George S. Coffin. Duckworth, 
$8. 1953. 19 cm. $6 pages. Diagrams. Bibliography. 

Contract bridge players who follow the now popular Acol system—and many who 
do not—will be interested in this little book which describes what are claimed to be 
‘new accurate easy-to-use points for shape’ of hands, offering more accurate 
standards for trump bidding. The book also includes a chapter on the Culbertson 
system point count. (795°41) 





THE SOUTH AFRICANS IN AUSTRALIA, 1952-53. A. G. Moyes. 
Harrap, 15s. 1953. 20°3 cm. 256 pages. 16 photographs. Tables. 

An interesting account, with shrewd comment, of a cricket tour which attracted 

considerable interest throughout the world mainly because a happy, youthful and 

somewhat inexperienced team of South African cricketers finished all square in the 

Test matches with the formidable and previously all-conquering Australians. Full 

scores of all matches played and tables of statistics are included. (796°3) 


BOBBY LOCKE ON GOLF. Country Life, 25s. 1953. 24 cm. 196 pages. 
201 photographs. Index. 
The great South African golf champion has won in recent years most of the important 
tournaments held throughout the world, his greatest success perhaps being the 
winning of the British Open Golf Championship three times in four years, 1949-52. 
His book is in four parts: the story of his golfing life; a demonstration, admirably 
illustrated, of how he plays golf; a section on golf psychology, with particular reference 
to the acquisition of full confidence and the importance of full relaxation; and a 
description of some of the famous golf courses on which he has played and the great 
golfers he has met. (796-35) 
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DEEP SEA RACING. C. F. Mason. Phoenix House, 21s. 1953. 22°8 cm. 
200 pages. Diagrams. Tables. 
Ocean racing is becoming an increasingly popular form of sailing and there is a 
growing need for the specialist literature dealing with it. This book, written from 
great experience and with great clarity of expression, will be of value to both hardened 
addicts and to cruising yachtsmen who may wish to participate occasionally in off- 
shore events. An interesting historical summary is followed by sections on tactics, 
navigation, handling, crew and morale, seasickness, etc. It is a pity there is no index. 
(797°14) 


LITERATURE 


English Poetry 
A HOPKINS READER. Selected and with an Introduction by John Pick. 
Oxford University Press, 21s. 1953. 22°2 cm. 345 pages. 3 drawings by Gerard 
Manley Hopkins. 1 facsimile of MS. Notes. Index. 
Dr. Pick has followed his discriminating study of Gerard Manley Hopkins, Priest and 
Poet by a valuable compendium in which thirty pages only are occupied by Hopkins’ 
poetry and the rest by long selections from his letters, diaries and sermons, grouped 
under the headings of Poetic Theory, Practical Criticism, Religion, etc. The poet’s 
criticism of life and literature is shown to be as distinctive as his verse (on which it 
provides an illuminating commentary), and as vigorous, moving and stimulating. 
For the reader who is not well acquainted with Hopkins this is an excellent 
introduction. (821-8) 


SELECTED POEMS OF GERARD MANLEY HOPKINS. Edited 
with an Introduction and Notes by James Reeves. Heinemann, 6s. 1953. 19 cm. 
136 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Index. (Poetry Bookshelf) 


All the poems of Hopkins’ maturity, those of 1876-89, are included here, with five 
others, and the text is that of W. H. Gardner’s definitive third edition. The selection, 
the introduction and the brief notes are admirable, and could hardly be bettered for the 
reader who is unfamiliar with, or finds difficult, this great and influential poet. (821-8) 


NEW POEMS, 1953. A P.E.N. Anthology. Edited by Robert Conquest, 
Michael Hamburger and Howard Sergeant. Michael Joseph, 10s.6d. 1953. 
20°8 cm. 172 pages. Notes on the contributors. 

Sixty-four poets appear in the second number of an anthology designed “to give a 

catholic representation of recent poetry, while providing special opportunity for the 

younger and lesser-known poets to reach a wider public’. Among the well established 
writers (who are, advisedly, in the minority) are de la Mare, Edwin Muir, Robert 

Graves, Roy Campbell, W. H. Auden, Stephen Spender, George Barker and 

Kathleen Raine. Since few volumes of verse appear in these days, and fewer antholo- 

gies, this book is of considerable interest; it is a workmanlike, varied, if not greatly 

inspiring collection. (821-9) 


IMAGES OF TOMORROW. An Anthology of Recent Poetry. Edited 
by John Heath-Stubbs. S.C.M. Press, 10s.6d. 1953. 22°2 cm. III pages. 

The editorial thesis of this collection is that as certain important levels of truth can 

only be expressed through poetic images, recent poetry may provide the images of 

tomorrow—the spiritual ‘shape of things to come’. To saddle the poets of this book 

with the burden of prophecy seems unfair: why not say that this anthology shows 
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recent poetry to be allusive, romantic, and religio-symbolic—and leave it at that? 
It is certainly a surer basis for enjoying the work of the promising and sometimes 
more-than-promising poets gathered into the volume. (821-9) 


THE ERMINE. Poems, 1942-52. Ruth Pitter. Cresset Press, 8s.6d. 1953. 
19°8 cm. 68 pages. 
These recent poems of Miss Pitter’s are more concerned with the deeper aspects of 
experience than some of her previous work. Though she still deals with the animals, 
birds, and cottage dwellers that have served her so well in the past, her treatment of 
them is now more serious and intellectual. This is not to say, however, that she is a 
‘modern’ poet—she is a Georgian rather than a Freudian. For readers who appreciate 
her qualities—fancy, meticulous craftsmanship, simplicity—this is a book to yield 
much pleasure. (821-9) 


English Drama 

TOWARDS AN AUSTRALIAN DRAMA. Leslie Rees. Angus & 
Robertson (Sydney, Australia, and London), 18s. 1953. 22°2 cm. 179 pages. 
24 illustrations. Index. 


The author has been a student and critic of drama for many years. In this authoritative 
account he discusses plays, about Australia or by Australians, from Les Emigrés aux 
Terres Australes, performed in Paris in 1792, to radio plays produced in 1952. Authors, 
trends in drama, censorship, and the movement for a more popular theatre are 
considered. Australian plays produced for broadcasting since 1935 are listed, and, as 
a supplement to Professor Morris Miller’s Bibliography of Australian Literature, a list is 
supplied of Australian plays published over the same period. (822A) 


THE SHAKESPEARIAN TEMPEST. With a Chart of Shakespeare’s 
Dramatic Universe. G. Wilson Knight. 3rd edition. Methuen, 21s. 1953. 
22°2 cm. 358 pages. 

Professor Wilson Knight pursues the conception, which he first introduced in The 

Wheel of Fire, of a vital core of images at the heart of each play, applying it here to 

the images of storm and shipwreck. He compares extensively the passages on this 

theme from both plays and poems, and he succeeds in illuminating many otherwise 

obscure contexts. His method at times risks dissolving Shakespeare’s work into a 

single corpus of poetry in which the relative merits of separate plays almost disappear 

for the sake of parallels between the early poetry and the late. This edition contains 

a new preface and an elaborate chart of the symbolic patterns discovered by the author. 

(822°3) 

THE COMPLETE WORKS OF WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE. 
The text and order of the First Folio with quarto variants and a choice of modern 
readings noted marginally: to which are added Pericles and the first quartos of six 
of the plays with three plays of doubtful authorship: also the Poems according to 
the original quartos and octavos. The Nonesuch text established 1929 by Herbert 
Farjeon with a new Introduction by Ivor Brown. Vol. 1, COMEDIES; Vol. 2, 
HISTORIES; Vol. 3, TRAGEDIES etc; Vol. 4, POEMS. Dedicated to Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. Nonesuch Press, 147s. the 4 vols. in slip case. 1953. 
22°2 cM. 1,134: 1,207: 1,481: 263 pages. Dedication, headpicces, etc., by Reynolds 
Stone. Version of First Folio portrait by Leonard Beaumont. (The New Nonesuch 
Shakespeare) 

This superb new edition, like the famous Nonesuch Shakespeare (limited edition, 

1929-33) on which it is based, has been designed by Sir Francis Meynell. It is printed 
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on a new thick India paper and Japon vellum, and bound in quarter buckram with 
marbled cloth sides. In content and editorial method the edition is probably unique. 
It contains all the plays of the First Folio; Pericles (first quarto); all the poems, in Vol. 
IV, on Japon vellum throughout; the first quartos of The Merry Wives, Henry the 
Fifth, Henry the Sixt, Part II and Part III, Romeo and Juliet, and Hamlet; The Booke of 
Sir Thomas Moore and the first quartos of The Two Noble Kinsmen and The Raigne 
of King Edward the Third. All these are given in the original spelling, with variant 
readings, and emendations in the margins. The volumes are a joy to handle—and to 
read. (822°3) 


TEXTUAL PROBLEMS OF THE FIRST FOLIO. Alice Walker. 
Cambridge University Press, 18s. 1953. 19 cm. 178 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
(Shakespeare Problem Series) 

A study of the problems of transmission from earlier sources to the Folio of 1623. 

Examining the Folio texts of Richard III, King Lear and Troilus and Cressida the author 

argues strongly for the view that these are based on quarto editions corrected from 

playhouse copies and she extends this theory to the texts of Henry IV, Part 2, Hamlet 
and Othello. She contends also that our present tendency is to accept too easily the 
authority of the editions generally regarded as ‘sound’ and that we should test more 
carefully the standards and habits of the early compositors in individual passages. 
A closely argued book, written for the textual scholar. (822-3) 


FIVE STUART TRAGEDIES. Edited with an Introduction by A. K. 
Mcllwraith. Oxford University Press, 7s.6d. 1953. 15°4 cm. $19. pages. Facsimile 
title-pages. Brief bibliographical notes. (World’s Classics: Double Volume) 

It is not the least of this volume’s attractions that it is beautifully printed on paper 

thin enough (but opaque) to make it elegant and pocketable. The plays are: George 

Chapman, Bussy D’ Ambois; Francis Beaumont and John Fletcher, The Maid’s Tragedy; 

John Webster, The Duchess of Malfi; Philip Massinger, The Roman Actor; John Ford, 

*Tis Pity She’s a Whore. The texts are modernised in spelling, etc., but they have been 

carefully edited. There are brief foot-notes, textual and explanatory, and the intro- 

duction is critical. This is not an edition for the scholar specialising in Stuart drama, 

but a very useful anthology. (822-4) 


THE LIVING ROOM. A Play in Two Acts. Graham Greene. Heinemann, 
7s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 67 pages. 
This well-known novelist’s first play has given rise to much discussion. Religion, 
psychology and unhappy love are its elements, but the argument between church 
and science—represented by a crippled Roman Catholic priest and a middle-aged 
lecturer in psychology—is weak, and the grim background of a household retreating 
from death tends to detract from the very real problems set forth. But the play finely 
presents the tragic situation of a young girl driven to suicide by her hopeless love for 
a married man and the failure of those around her to help her, and its strength is 
uncompromising sincerity. (822-9) 


ESCAPADE. A Play in Three Acts. Roger MacDougall. Heinemann, 8s.6d. 
1953. 19 cm. 108 pages. 


The author of To Dorothy a Son, The Gentle Gunman and MacAdam and Eve has won 
popular acclaim with his latest play, which touches upon several aspects of modern 
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life—politics, the press, marriage, and education. The first act shows the marriage 
of a belligerent pacifist and his long-suffering wife moving towards the rocks, s 
second (the best in the play) is pure comedy, in which it is discovered that their three 
children have departed upon a peace mission across Europe, the third plays dangerously 
with sentiment and brings a happy ending. The play lacks unity but draws a telling 
contrast between adult compromise and youthful directness, with a lesson for the 
former in the latter. (822-9) 


HOME IS THE HERO. A Play. Walter Macken. Macmillan, 8s.6d. 1953. 
19 cm. 222 pages. 
Walter Macken, born in Galway in 1915, is one of the new generation of the Irish 
Abbey Theatre playwrights, and his earlier plays have been performed both in Dublin 
and in London. This Galway drama (produced in Dublin in 1952) has much of the 
vigour and tragi-comedy of Synge’s The Playboy of the Western World, although 
lacking that play’s intense lyricism. The central dominating character is Paddo, home 
after a five-year sentence for manslaughter. His term in jail has, however, merely 
crystallised his overbearing pride and the play becomes a battle of wits and fists 
between tyranny and freedom. (822°9) 


SPRING, 1600. A Comedy. Emlyn Williams. Heinemann, 4s.6d. 1953. 
19 cm. 108 pages. Boards. (Drama Library) 


This charming re-creation of life among the players in Elizabethan England, centring 
on the story of William Byrd’s daughter who ran away to London to become a 
boy actor and to take the female parts in Shakespeare’s plays, was first produced in 
London in 1934. Rewritten, it was performed again in 1945 and first published the 
following year. This reissue is a welcome one, for the fantasy, with its vivid portrayal 


of the great Burbage at rehearsal with his company, is one of the best plays by this 
versatile actor and author. (822-9) 


English Fiction 
GEORGE ORWELL. Tom Hopkinson. Longmans for The British Council, 
2s. 1953. 21°§ cm. 40 pages. Portrait frontispiece. 4 drawings. Bibliography. 
Index of essays. Paper bound. (Bibliographical Supplements to ‘British Book News’) 
Eric Blair (1903-50), known as “George Orwell’, published six novels (including the 
brilliant satire Animal Farm), autobiography and essays. His interests were chiefly 
sociological, with a socialist bias, and his writing was closely related to his personal 
life. Mr. Hopkinson has, therefore, dealt not only with Orwell’s books but also with 
the character and actions of the man who wrote them. He describes the obsession 
with class distinctions, which resulted in Down and Out in Paris and London (1933) 
and shows how this widened into the sociological and political analysis of Animal 
Farm (1945) and Nineteen Eighty-Four (1949). Mr. Hopkinson makes one or two 
questionable assertions, but on the whole this is a valuable little essay. (823-9) 


AN INTRODUCTION TO THE ENGLISH NOVEL. Vol. IL 
Henry James to the Present Day. Arnold Kettle. Hutchinson, 8s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 
208 pages. Notes and References. Index. (Hutchinson's University Library) 

Mr. Kettle deals with literary history in highly selective fashion, but the result is a 

very readable and provocative book. Each chosen author is represented by a single 

novel from which are traced the dominant characteristics of his work. Usually Mr. 
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Kettle’s powers of generalisation are good enough to make the picture appear reason- 
ably complete, though the method is less than fair to writers of the diversity of James, 
Conrad and D. H. Lawrence, and it is surprising to find Mr. Maugham omitted 
altogether. At any rate he succeeds in giving firm outlines to what can easily become 
an amorphous subject. (823-9) 


English Essays 
PERSONAL REMARKS. L. A. G. Strong. Nevill, 15s. 1953. 22°2 cm. 
264 pages. 

A collection of essays and lectures mainly devoted to literary subjects. Mr. Strong 
writes with gusto and decision at all times and he is particularly at home with Irish 
writers, the best pieces in this book dealing with Yeats, Synge, Joyce and Elizabeth 
Bowen. The book is aptly titled, for there is an element of the autobiographical, an 
informality and a restriction of scope which place these essays a little below the 
permanent in literary criticism. Elsewhere the lectures on psychic research and on 
the pantomime are brisk and amusing. (824°9) 


H. M. TOMLINSON. A Selection from his Writings made by Kenneth 
Hopkins. Hutchinson, 12s.6d. 1953. 20°3 cm. 288 pages. Portrait frontispiece. 


H. M. Tomlinson, writer of sea and jungle, and a London journalist with an enviable 
record in Fleet Street, is eighty this year. In tribute, Mr. Hopkins has made a generous 
selection from his books (“Oceans’, ‘Jungles’, ‘Men’, ‘Occasions’ and ‘Moods’ are his 
themes) and has provided an invaluable check list of his books. His sympathetic 
introduction hits upon what is in fact Mr. Tomlinson’s secret: he sees everything 
afresh: for his writing ‘he is using no one’s eyes but his own’. (824-9) 


English Satire 
THE MIND AND ART OF JONATHAN SWIFT. Ricardo Quintana. 
Methuen, 21s. 1953. 22°2 cm. 416 pages. Bibliography. Notes. Index. 

A reissue of the 1936 edition, this book is one of the very best of the formidable 
number of modern studies of Swift. It gives a reliable, though necessarily simplified 
account of the troubled political background to Swift’s career. But its main achieve- 
ment is a brilliant elucidation of the controlling ideas behind Swift’s great satires, 
especially The Tale of a Tub and Gulliver's Travels, which it relates to the religion 
and philosophy of the Augustan age. The earlier edition carried a select but serviceable 
bibliography: a new preface and a survey of the principal publications of recent years 
has now been added. (827°5) 


French Literature 
EMILE ZOLA. F. W. J. Hemmings. Oxford University Press, 30s. 1953. 
22°8 cm. 308 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

Dr. Hemmings, master of his subject, judiciously using hitherto unpublished material, 
has written a very thorough, scholarly account of Zola’s life and writings, with 
analyses of the novels and history of his political thought. Zola, great artist, dealer of 
death-blow to Romanticism (since ‘the individual is never more than a splinter 
of . .. mankind’) emerges as the prophet of our own age. Although we may disagree 
with some of Dr. Hemmings’ conclusions, and continue to find too much that is 
sordid and revolting in Zola’s novels, his book is a valuable contribution to the 
literary and social history of the time. (843-8) 
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Catalan Literature 


ANTHOLOGY OF CATALAN LYRIC POETRY. Selection and 
Introduction by Joan Triadu. Edited by Joan Gili. Dolphin Book Co. (Oxford), 
30s. 1953. 475 pages. Indexes. 

The publication in England of a good anthology of Catalonian verse was long 

aie here it is. Joan Triadu provides us with an interesting selection of lyric poems 

from medieval and modern Catalonia: Llull, March, the ballads, Aribau, Verdaguer, 

Maragall and more recent writers are well represented. There is a long introduction 

excellently translated by Mr. Pring-Mill. We are given a history of the medieval 

and modern poetry, and its absence from the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries is 
explained. There are brief notes on the authors. The book is very well printed. 

(84991) 

Greek Literature 

THREE PLAYS: HIPPOLYTUS, IPHIGENIA IN TAURIS, 
ALCESTIS. Euripides. Translated by Philip Vellacott. Penguin Books, 2s. 
1953. 18 cm. 168 pages. Notes. Paper bound. (Penguin Classics) 

This edition includes a general introduction to Euripides’ work and elementary notes 

to the plays. The translations, without possessing great literary power, are good 

straightforward acting versions, designed to be spoken easily and rendering Euripides’ 
poetic effects with dignity. The iambic dialogue is translated into prose, the choruses 
and some of the more lyrical speeches into verse. This is a useful popular edition, 


although there seems to be no special purpose in grouping these particular plays in 
the same volume. (882) 


STUDIES IN THE LANGUAGE OF HOMER. G. P. Shipp. 
Cambridge University Press, 18s. 1953. 21°5 cm. 165 pages. Indexes. (Cambridge 
Classical Studies) 

This painstaking study by the Lecturer in Greek in the University of Sydney is 

chiefly devoted to an examination of the language of the Iliad. His method is to plot 

the frequency throughout the poem of certain forms listed as ‘late’ in Chantraine’s 

Grammaire Homérique. The conclusion reached is that ‘the similes of the Iliad are 

characterised by linguistic lateness’. Mr. Shipp, perhaps wisely, does not venture far 

from his established facts and he modestly disclaims any adequate knowledge of the 

Homeric problem. But the implications of his findings cannot fail to stimulate 

renewed speculations on this perennial mystery. (883) 


Irish Literature 


TWENTY YEARS A-GROWING. Maurice O'Sullivan. Rendered from 
the original Irish by Moya Llewelyn Davies and George Thomson. Introductory 
Note by E. M. Forster. Oxford University Press, ss. 1953. 15°4 cm. 314 pages. 
Endpaper maps. (World’s Classics) 

Maurice O'Sullivan was born on the Great Blaskett Island, off the coast of Kerry, in 

1904, and spent his youth and early manhood there. In this book he displays a natural 

talent for story-telling, fostered by the traditions of the community in which he 

grew up. Incidents and characters are presented with an effortless simplicity and the 
directness of the spoken word. His tales depict the last phase of a way of life, hard 
and insecure but enriched by a spontaneous humanity, which has been destroyed by 
the march of events. The translation, first published in 1933, has been revised. The 
best tribute that can be paid to the translators is that their fresh and lively prose never 
suggests a rendering from another language. (891-62) 
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Welsh Literature 

RHIANNON. An Inquiry into the Origins of the First and Third Branches 
of the Mabinogi. The D. O. Evans Lectures, 1951, delivered at the University 
College of Wales, Aberystwyth. W. J. Gruffydd. University of Wales Press (Cardiff), 
8s.6d. 1953. 21°5 cm. 128 pages. Index. 


For many years, Professor Gruffydd has conducted an intensive enquiry into 
the origins of that welter of mythology, legend and romance which has survived in the 
crystallised form of the Four Branches of the Mabinogion. His Math vab Mathonwy, 
published some years ago, revealed certain conclusions which he had reached about 
the sources of the Fourth Branch. The present volume deals specifically with the 
stories of Pwyll and Manawyddan, the interrelation of their themes, the basic material 
which underlies them, and the superimposed accretions of centuries of oral recitation 
before their final commitment to paper. Professor Gruffydd entertains no doubt that 
the Four Branches, in their present literary form, are ‘the product of one mind, the 
fruit of one integrated artistry’. He here brings his immense erudition and meticulous 
judgment to bear upon this question of authorship and concomitant problems 
relating to this most eminent of all Welsh classics. (891-66) 


HISTORY [AND GEOGRAPHY] 


Travel and Topography 

ATLAS OF SIERRA LEONE. Sierra Leone Survey and Lands Department 
distributed by Stanford (London), 12s.6d. 1953. 39°3 cm. 24 pages. 15 coloured 
maps. Tables. Paper bound. 


This excellent atlas comprises maps showing climatic, economic, tribal, and other 
data, plans of the principal towns, and general maps of the Protectorate and the 
Colony; others on a smaller scale show Sierra Leone’s place in Africa and the world. 
All are boldly and brightly printed. A gazetteer and useful statistical and geographical 
information in tabular form are appended. (912-664) 


TRAVELS WITH A TENT IN WESTERN EUROPE. R. M. 
Lockley. Odhams Press, 15s. 1953. 21°§ cm. 240 pages. 24 plates. 4 line drawings. 
Endpaper map. Index. 


Mr. Lockley, with a companion, recently spent two months driving by car through 
western Europe, avoiding the better-known localities. He naturally took every oppor- 
tunity to indulge his interests in islands, birds, and countrymen. His observations on 
these, interwoven with incidents of travel, make a pleasant, unpretentious tale. 
Brittany, the flamingo colony in La Camargue, and the Frisian islands provided 
interesting material. The hospitality with which in general they were received is 
reflected in these good-natured pages. (914) 


THE NORTHERN MARCHES. Cledwyn Hughes. Hale, 18s. 1953. 
22°2 cm. 226 pages. 25 photographs. Sketch map. Index. (Regional Books) 


The marchland from Denbigh and Flint to Shropshire has lain for so many centuries 
between Wales and England that it is neither Welsh nor English. It is Mr. Hughes’ 
native country, and he writes of it well, dealing with the past and future industries, 
crafts, flora and fauna, the ancient castles and cathedrals, the background of river, 
woodland and bare mountain, with many lively reminiscences of the daily life of 
its people. (914°2) 
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NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. Christopher Marsden. Hale, 18s. 1953. 22°3 cm. 

336 pages. 49 photographs. Folding map. Bibliography. Index. (County Books) 
Mr. Marsden makes Nottinghamshire very much more to us than the county of 
Robin Hood, Byron, D. H. Lawrence, the impressive cathedral church of Southwell, 
the new university, the numerous coal-mines and factories, and Boots the Chemists. 
This book is a measured, impressive study of the county, its historic past and its 


energetic industrial and agricultural present, in both of which Mr. Marsden finds 
many ‘symbols of all England’. (914:2) 


A TOUR BY CAR THROUGH ENGLAND, SCOTLAND AND 
WALES. Jessie Sisson. Bank of New South Wales (Sydney, Australia), 17s.6d. 
19$3. 22 cm. 402 pages. 21 illustrations. 13 maps. Index. 


Miss Sisson, a professional travel adviser, has worked out from her own experience 
what is most likely to interest the visitor from overseas in the United Kingdom. 
More than two hundred itineraries for short stages or round trips are set out, the 
total tour covering 6,000 miles. The greater part of the book is a gazetteer, with 
places of major interest discussed in detail in the order of their appearance in the 
itineraries. Both the traveller preoccupied with organising his tour, and the one more 
concerned with tradition and local atmosphere will find this a useful guide. (914-2) 


GALA DAY LONDON. Photographs by Izis Bidermanas. Texts by 22 
writers. Harvill Press, 63s. 1953. 28°5 cm. 147 pages. 69 photographs. 
In this superb book Mr. Bidermanas, ‘a poet who uses a camera’, has interpreted the 
spirit of London with an insight and originality which make his photographs as 
moving as they are beautiful or terrible or unexpected. Night and day, mansions, 
slums, bombed ruins, canals, a goat, a milk-cart or a junk-shop, and people of all 
kinds, provide his subjects. Brief interpretations of them, in prose or verse, have been 
specially written for the book by a galaxy of authors including T. S. Eliot, Cecil 
Day Lewis, Stephen Spender, John Betjeman and Angus Wilson—all their signatures 
being reproduced in facsimile. (914°21) 


NORMANDY AND BRITTANY. Ralph Dutton. Batsford, 18s. 1953. 
22°3 cm. 262 pages. 104 illustrations (4 in colour). 5 maps. Index. 


It is perhaps the author’s long familiarity with the region he describes which gives 
this book its agreeably leisurely air, as he proceeds slowly from east to west, according 
to a deliberate plan, often by byways, calling our attention to natural beauties and 
lesser-known buildings, such as the Normandy chateaux, as well as to the famous 
places. His tendency to indulge a personal interest, forinstance in the traces of Flaubert 
at Rouen, and the quiet distinction of his style, single the book out from others of 
its type, as do the reproductions of Christopher Wood's paintings which supplement 
the excellent photographs. (914°4) 


DAYBREAK IN CHINA. Basil Davidson. Cape, 10s.6d. 1953. 20°3 cm. 
I9I pages. Map. 

In the present situation China is one of the countries about which it is perhaps useless 

to expect objective studies which will gain universal acceptance. In the absence of 

information which can be validated, reports by visitors to the country, under whatever 

auspices, have a certain value. Of such books Basil Davidson’s account of his recent 

travels in China is a good example. He is an expert reporter who has the gift of 
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providing convincing details which strengthen his narrative. His descriptions of the 
Chinese brand of communism with its self-criticism and evangelistic fervour is of 
great interest. The lasting results of the reforms he speaks of must be left to the 
judgment of the future. (915"1) 


WESTWARD THE COURSE OF EMPIRE. Bernard DeVoto. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, 42s. 1953. 22 cm. 666 pages. 23 maps by Erwin Raisz. Notes. 
Bibliography. Index. 

The story of the exploration of North America from its discovery to 1805 is told 

here as part of the continental struggle for power. This struggle was influenced by 

the great rivers, lakes, and mountains, but less obviously by the protagonists’ notions 
on their position, extent, and character. By degrees the truth was pieced together, 
and concurrently the foundations of the political history of North America was 
completed. On the whole, the author holds the balance fairly between Spaniards, 

French, British, and Americans, and has not forgotten the réle of the Indians. His 

comprehensive survey, packed with facts, incidents and judgments, demands the close 

attention of his readers, but his enthusiasm and his eye for picturesque as well as 

significant detail never allow the interest to flag. (917) 


AUTHENTIC LETTERS FROM UPPER CANADA, including an 
account of Canadian field sports by Thomas William Magrath. Edited by the 
Rev. Thomas Radcliff. Introduction by James John Talman. 2nd edition. 
Macmillian (Toronto, Canada), $3.00. 1953. 22 cm. 231 pages. 4 etchings by 
Samuel Lover. (Pioneer Books, 1) 


These letters were first published in 1833 in Dublin, when emigration fever was 
intense, and less authentic accounts were rife. They were family letters, written home 
by Irish settlers in Upper Canada, soberly setting forth details of prices and processes, 
roads, social customs, educational and religious establishments, for the consideration 
of their kinsfolk. The two families involved were gentlefolk, of means just sufficient 
to offer them a choice of home. This is a compendium of pioneer life, and intelligent 
contemporary reaction to it, frank, vivid, and at times intentionally humorous. 
Dr. Talman sketches the background lightly, in his historical introduction, and 
touches on the subsequent careers in Canada of several of the writers. This new series 
has been designed for the fresh circulation of valuable forgotten records of early 
Canadian life. ‘ (917°13) 


PAPUANS AND PYGMIES. Alfred A. Vogel. Translated from the 
Swedish by M. A. Michael. Barker, 16s. 1953. 22°3 cm. 160 pages. 31 photo- 
graphs by Douglas Baglin. Endpaper sketch map. 


The Wahgi valley, in the interior of North Eastern New Guinea, was only reached 
by white men in the ’thirties. There they found a large Papuan population and their 
pygmy neighbours living in stone age conditions. The country is now accessible by 
air, but the Australian authorities have rightly controlled entry, in order to safeguard 
the natives’ future. Captain Vogel, one of a party which penetrated an unexplored 
area, is not a trained anthropologist but his clear and unvarnished account of these 
peoples, before they are radically altered by external influences, will be of value. 
His comments on the policy of the administration, its work in raising standards of 
farming and hygiene, and in suppressing warfare, are shrewd and balanced. This is 
distinctly above the level of the usual travel book, and the illustrations are notable. 

(919°5) 
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Biography 
MY POLITICAL LIFE. Vol. 1 ENGLAND BEFORE THE STORM, 
1896-1914. L. S. Amery. Hutchinson, 25s. 1953. 23°4 cm. 492 pages. 26 
illustrations. Index. 
The first of the three volumes of political memoirs of the Rt. Hon. L. $. Amery 
describes his school and university career, culminating in a Fellowship of All Souls, 
Oxford, his work on the staff of The Times, particularly as war correspondent during 
the South African War, his efforts in the campaign for Imperial Preference and for 
a wider conception of a British Commonwealth based on free partnership, and his 
entry into Parliament. Quite apart from its interest as an autobiography obs leading 
statesman, the book throws considerable light on important historical events, more 
especially as they were regarded by the Liberal Party. (92) 


AMUNDSEN. Bellamy Partridge. Hale, 16s. 1953. 22°2 cm. 222 pages. 7 plates. 
Map. Endpaper map. Index. 
Roald Amundsen earned his place in the front rank of Polar travellers by thorough 
preparation, adaptability to changing circumstances, and ruthless concentration on the 
task in hand. Successful in his assaults on the North-West Passage and the South 
Pole, he turned to developing Arctic exploration from the air, mainly in co-operation 
with Lincoln Ellsworth. In this he had his triumphs and failures, the latter redeemed 
by his tragic death’ in search of the Italia survivors. Mr. Partridge, drawing on 
published sources, gives a plain and sympathetic account of his astonishing career, 
but makes no attempt to get to the personality of the man. His very readable book 
still leaves the final word on Amundsen to be said. (92) 


THOMAS BEWICK. Montague Weekley. Oxford University Press, 218. 
19$3. 22°8 cm. 234 pages. 31 illustrations. Index. 


The bicentenary of the birth of Thomas Bewick (1753-1828), the famous naturalist- 
illustrator and founder of the modern school of wood engraving, is commemorated 
in this sympathetic, scholarly monograph by the Director of the Bethnal Green 
Museum, London. Mr. Weckley’s text is delightful to read and incorporates copious 
extracts from Bewick’s little-known autobiography. Besides giving a vivid picture of 
the artist’s life and social background Mr. Weckley also finds space for a comprehen- 
sive treatment of the art of wood engraving, and completes his study by examining 
Bewick’s influence on pupils and successors, an influence which is still strong today. 
The book is finely printed and produced, with charming vignettes from Bewick’s 
works reproduced from electrotypes. (92) 


FLORENCE DESMOND. By Herself. Harrap, 16s. 1953. 21°5 cm. 
303 pages. 42 illustrations. Index. 


The author has a natural gift for communication, whether through her own person- 
ality on stage, screen or radio, or as the narrator of her life story. Florence Desmond’s 
stage career began in pantomime when she was ten. Parts in variety followed, she 
became one of the Cochran “Young Ladies’, and soon established a position in the 
entertainment world, chiefly on account of her inimitable gift for impersonation. 
The book will be enjoyed not only as the story of a famous actress but for its intrinsic 
narrative value. (92) 
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THE MAN IN LEATHER BREECHES. The Life and Times of 
George Fox. Vernon Noble. Elek Books, 21s. 1953. 22°6 cm. 298 pages- 
7 plates. Index. 
As the author observes, George Fox (the founder of the Quaker movement) disturbed 
the reigns of kings, revolutionised the thoughts of many thousands and took part 
in the development of American colonies. The comparative neglect of an outstanding 
historic figure has been to some extent relieved by the present attempt to relate 
Fox to his age and to reassess his contribution to religion. Mr. Noble has made 
excellent use of his varied sources in the writing of a singularly interesting and 
instructive volume. (92) 


PORTRAIT OF THE PRINCE REGENT. Dorothy Margaret Stuart. 
Methuen, 18s. 1953. 20°5 cm. 252 pages. 8 plates. Bibliography. Index. 
The author attempts to show that the Prince Regent (1811-1820) “does not resemble 
the gross, grotesque and almost loathsome image of Whig tradition’. Miss Stuart 
points out the conflicting influences moulding the prince’s character and deals with 
all the factors helping to form contemporary criticism and the subsequent estimate of 
him, but indicates when such criticism was unjustified. The Letters of George IV, 
published. 1939, and those of Princess Charlotte, published 1949, and the views of 
contemporary poets and journalists have- been used in producing this entertaining 
book which, undoubtedly, throws new light on a perplexing historical figure. (92) 


NOTES ON ANDRE GIDE. Roger Martin du Gard. Translated from 
the French by John Russell. Deutsch, 9s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 108 pages. Portrait 
frontispiece. 

Roger Martin du Gard first met André Gide in 1913. From that time until Gide’s 

death, du Gard remained his closest friend. The present book is made up of recollec- 

tions put down at random during these thirty-eight years. It does not pretend, writes 
the translator in a preface note on the author, ‘to the perfected balance of bio- 
graphy; the notes remain notes—but notes from the pen of a master-observer’. The 
fact that du Gard continued to be Gide’s favourite of all those intimate enough to visit 
the Rue Vaneau, despite their passionate disagreements and the marked difference in 
their temperaments, and that du Gard is himself a highly sensitive and gifted writer, 
makes this by far the most interesting and authoritative book on Gide which has 
appeared since his death. (92) 


JACK HOBBS, Gentleman and Player. Pat Landsberg. Harrap for Todd 
Publishing Group, 7s.6d. 1953. 19°3 cm. 80 pages. 19 photographs. 
It is appropriate that this story of the life of one of the greatest of English cricketers 
should be published in the month when the honour of knighthood was conferred on 
him. Sir John Berry Hobbs is the first professional cricketer to receive such a distinction 
and that he is worthy of it is clearly shown in this account of the career of a famous, 
but modest and kind, man of high principles and fine character. The final chapter of 
the book “Then and Now’ was specially written by Hobbs himself. (92) 


HENRY JAMES: THE UNTRIED YEARS, 1843-70. Leon Edel. 
Hart-Davis, 25s. 1953. 22°3 cm. 356 pages. Portrait frontispiece. 10 illustrations. 
Notes. Index. 

In this first instalment of a three-volume biography Dr. Edel portrays the boy and 

the budding writer up to the age of twenty-seven. The book is grounded in extremely 
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solid research and clears up a number of persistent misconceptions, such as the notion 
that James had no need to earn a living from his writings. But Dr. Edel rightly 
considers that it is the course of spiritual development and of succeeding states of 
mind rather than external events which should form the substance of the book. He 
quotes with discrimination from the immense correspondence of the James family and 
from James’s own early journals and letters. What emerges most clearly is the 
importance of the New England influence in James’s choice of themes and his scheme 
of moral values. (92) 


THE OLIVIERS. A Biography. Felix Barker. Hamish Hamilton, 15s. 1953. 
22°2 cm. 327 pages. 40 pages of photographs. Index. 
An account of the lives of Sir Laurence Olivier and Vivien Leigh, the first half of 
which traces their separate childhoods and upbringings—his in a series of vicarages, 
hers in India and a convent school—and the second half their meeting, romance, 
marriage, and parallel careers on stage and screen. Mr. Barker’s book is pleasantly, 
engrossingly full of anecdote and information, which by implication illuminate the 
characters of two remarkable people, most of all perhaps their dedicated passion for 
their profession. The critical analysis of their achievements is not particularly original, 
but that is not the book’s main purpose. There are many fascinating illustrations. (92) 


BORN TO BELIEVE. An Autobiography. Lord Pakenham. Cape, 18s. 


1953. 22°8 cm. 254 pages. 6 illustrations. 


An aristocrat, educated conformably at Eton, Francis Pakenham, after achieving 
academic distinction at Oxford, turned Socialist. Failing to secure election to Parlia- 
ment, even in the landslide of 1945, he was created a Labour peer and became 
successively Minister for the British Zone of Germany, Minister of Civil Aviation, 
and First Lord of the Admiralty, before the Conservative victory led him to resume 
a university career. He had meanwhile become a Roman Catholic; and Christianity 
was always an active principle in his politics. Perhaps the most interesting part of this 
vivid autobiography is the apologia for the author’s changes of religious and political 
faith, discussed with self-critical frankness—an attitude which enlists sympathy also 
for his account of difficulties at other points of his career. The book contains lively 
sketches of many public figures, drawn on private occasions. (92) 


THE CONFESSIONS OF JEAN-JACQUES ROUSSEAU. Trans- 
lated and with an Introduction by J. M. Cohen. Penguin Books, $s. 1953. 18 cm. 
606 pages. Paper bound. (Penguin Classics) 

In the Confessions Rousseau set out to tell the whole story of his life, omitting no 

detail, glossing over no fault. We follow him from Switzerland to Italy and France, 

mixing with every rank of eighteenth century society: savants, courtiers or servants. 

The early books contain some of the most famous of Rousseau’s pages, the last four 

are darkened by his persecution- mania. The posterity of the Confessions is still 

increasing, and Rousseau’s influence, for good or ill, remains incalculable. He wrote 

French beautifully. Mr. Cohen claims to have ‘toned down his rhetorical tricks’. His 

translation reads easily; it does not always read like Rousseau. (92) 


THE BICYCLE RIDER IN BEVERLY HILLS. William Saroyan. 
Faber, 12s.6d. 1953. 20°9 cm. 188 pages. 


In this volume of autobiographical sketches Mr. Saroyan describes his boyhood and 
youth in Los Angeles. There was a demon in him that impelled him to activity 
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(‘From the beginning I wanted to excel’) and this appetite for action, combined with 
self assurance and a belief in his own uniqueness, brought him success in all he under- 
took—no less in delivering telegrams and selling newspapers than in writing short 
stories. The ability to enjoy experience, to extract wisdom from it, and to retain a 
sense of wonder in spite of increasing sophistication has helped him to produce 
a notable book. (92) 


SAFETY LAST. Lt.-Col. W. F. Stirling. Hollis & Carter, 18s. 1953. 
22°2 cm. 259 pages. 18 illustrations. Index. 
A thrilling and intensely interesting autobiography of a man who served in three 
major wars and in many highly individual engagements: first in South Africa, and 
then the First World War when he served as Chief of Staff to Lawrence of Arabia; 
in the Second War Stirling was on a special mission in Syria, and later settled in 
Damascus where a determined but unsuccessful attempt was made to assassinate him. 
Between the wars he led an exciting life on special missions in Albania, Roumania, 
and other places that naturally attracted him. There is a foreword by Siegfried 
Sassoon and an epilogue by Lord Kinross to this fascinating tale of danger and 
adventure. (92) 


LIFE’S ALL A FRAGMENT. Charles Tennyson. Cassell, 18s. 1953. 
21°9 cm. 276 pages. 5 photographs. Index. 
There are five studies of male personality in this book, of very diverse kind. The first, 
C. D. Fisher, concerns a don; the second, J. C. Snaith, a novelist; the third, R. F. 
Truscott, lawyer and business man, and the two remaining are Sir Charles Tennyson’s 
young sons, Penrose and Julian, both of whom were killed in the war, one in a flying 
accident, the other in Burma. What gives unity to the series is the personal knowledge 
from which they are all written, and the obvious affection which has inspired them. 
The study of J. C. Snaith, a successful novelist, should command interest as an instance 
of success in the face of handicaps of health and education. (920) 


Flags 
STANDARDS, GUIDONS AND COLOURS OF THE COMMON- 
WEALTH FORCES. Major T. J. Edwards. Gale & Polden, 30s. 1953. 
22*2 cm. 255 pages. 21 colour plates. 48 photographs. Index. 
The carrying of decorative emblems in warfare to identify bodies of troops and to 
symbolise their fighting qualities goes back to remote antiquity. In this fascinating 
survey, Major Edwards outlines the development of such symbols and in particular 
the use of flags in the British Army; the many changes that have taken place down 
to the present day are described. Ceremonies and traditions connected with the use of 
colours receive due attention, and an important section deals with the principles 
attcag | colours in use by the forces of the Commonwealth overseas. The book is 
avishly illustrated and the colour plates depict a wide range of examples. (929°9) 


Ancient Rome 

A HISTORY OF THE ROMAN WORLD, 146 to 30 B.C. 
Frank Burr Marsh. Revised with additional notes by H. H. Scullard. Methuen, 
30S. 1953. 21°5 cm. 480 pages. 5 maps. Bibliography. Index. (Methuen’s History 
of the Greek and Roman World) 

This volume, which won recognition in 1934 as a scholarly and independent work, 

has now been carefully revised by Dr. H. H. Scullard. He has quite rightly reprinted 

the text as the late Professor Marsh left it, but in a considerable appendix of additional 
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notes he has provided guidance to the literature which has appeared since the first 
edition was published. It is now an up-to-date and valuable introduction to the 
history of Rome in the last century of the Republic, and should continue to be of 
use to students. (937) 


World War Il 
THE ARMY MEDICAL SERVICES. ADMINISTRATION. Vol. 1. 
F. A. E. Crew. H.M. Stationery Office, 50s. 1953. 24°8 cm. $52 pages. 15 photo- 
graphs. 7 figures. Tables. References. Index. (History of the Second World War: 
United Kingdom Medical Series) 
The history of the army medical services will be recounted in two volumes relating 
to Administration, while others will deal with Campaigns. The subject of this first 
volume is the development of the services as a whole; it passes from a survey of the 
inter-war years and of the events which determined the size, composition and 
efficiency of the army medical services in 1939 to a review of their growth to meet 
the needs of war. Here are discussed mobilisation, the evolution of the directorate, 
recruitment and release, training, medical classification by categories, hospitals, and 
the organisation of the medical services in the field. (940°547) 
Britain 
MIDDLESEX. Michael Robbins. Collins, 42s. 1953. 22°3 cm. 480 pages. 
75 plates. 10 maps and diagrams. Pocket map. Endpaper map. Tables. Notes. 
Bibliography. Index. (New Survey of England) 
Any doubts about the justification for another series on the English counties are soon 
dispelled by the first volume of this new ‘Survey’, the purpose of which is to chronicle 
the local history of England, to link it to national history, and to describe the counties 
as they are today. Middlesex is a good test of this approach, for skilful handling is 
required to give it individuality against the dominating and encroaching metropolis. 
Mr. Robbins acquits himself well. He shows clearly how the apparently meaningless 
‘urban sprawl’ reflects physical conditions and a long but by no means uneventful 
history, and he writes with sound sense on the present administrative problem. In 
addition he provides a detailed alphabetical description of places, and a series of 


revealing and unhackneyed illustrations. This series should put new life into the study 
of local history. (942) 


France 
ROMAN GAUL. Olwen Brogan. Bell, 21s. 1953. 20°3 cm. 260 pages. 
31 illustrations. 35 line drawings by Edgar Holloway. Map. Bibliography. Index. 
Mrs. Brogan, well known for her archaeological and historical work on Gaul and 
the northern frontier of the Roman Empire, has now filled a real gap for English 
readers by providing this attractive picture of Roman Gaul. It is designed less for the 
expert than for students and travellers who wish to get a general view of the history 
and chief monuments. It includes surveys of buildings, towns, the countryside, 
industry and commerce, art and religion, while it traces the interaction of Celtic and 
Roman influences during six centuries which made a vital contribution to the 
development of France. A very useful and readable introduction. (944°01) 


FRENCH POLITICS: THE FIRST YEARS OF THE FOURTH 
REPUBLIC. Dorothy Pickles. Royal Institute of International Affairs, 25s. 1953. 
222 cm. 302 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

The author is one of the few who can write with both authority and clarity on the 

complexities and, to the Anglo-Saxon mind, mysteries of French politics. This 
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present study could not be more timely. It gives the whole story from 1945 to the 
1951 elections: the change over from Occupation to peace; the establishment of 
the Fourth Republic; an analysis of the Communist and Gaullist movements, and the 
many post-war parties. It will no doubt be the standard work on this tangled story 
for some years to come, and provides the essential background without which the 
present situation cannot be understood. (944082) 


Italy 
ITALY ON BORROWED TIME. Henry Gibbs. Jarrolds, 15s. 1953. 22 cm. 
224 pages. 22 illustrations. Index. 


The author has become an adept at the political travel book. Having recently 
published Twilight in South Africa and Crescent in Shadow (the Middle East), he now 
reports on Italy. He writes critically, but with knowledge and affection, of the 
present state of Italy. There are chapters on the extreme poverty in the south, on 
Roman Catholicism and communism, on recent Italian literature and on the 
industrial north. A pleasant, informative and unpretentious book. (945-092) 


Korea 

ACROSS THE PARALLEL. The Australian 77th Squadron with the United 
States Air Force in the Korean War. George Odgers. Heinemann, 21s. 1953. 
22°2 cm. 253 pages. 40 illustrations. Endpaper map. Index. 


No. 77 Royal Australian Air Force Squadron first took part in the Korean War in 
July 1950, and by the end of 1952 had flown 15,000 sorties. The work and life of this 
celebrated unit, which was working in close co-operation with the United States Air 
Force, forms the chief theme of the book. But the author also gives a clear picture of 
the main actions of the war as a whole against a background of the grim conditions 
in which fighting took place. Of particular interest are the chapters describing the 
numerous combats between American and British jet planes and the MIGs, in which 
the United Nations generally outfought the enemy in spite of the inferior performance 
of their aircraft. (951-9) 


India 

THE CHRONICLE OF PRIVATE HENRY METCALFE. Edited by 
Lieut.-General Sir Francis Tuker. Cassell, 10s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 127 pages. 8 illustra- 
tions (2 in colour). Notes. 


This book is printed from the manuscript of a Private in the 32nd Regiment of Foot, 
now the Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry. Enlisting in 1848 at the age of thirteen, 
Metcalfe sailed for India the following year. After service on the Frontier the 
Regiment was quartered in Lucknow where, in 1857, the whole of the native 
garrison of the East India Company’s Army joined in the Mutiny. For eighty-seven 
days the 32nd bore the brunt of the onslaught on the Residency, and the story of 
this defence forms the main part of Metcalfe’s impressive and simple manuscript. 
(954-08) 
Singapore 
COLONY OF SINGAPORE ANNUAL REPORT, 1952. Government 
Printer (Singapore), $3°000. 1953. 22 cm. 375 pages. 8 colour plates. 43 photographs. 
Line drawings. 2 maps. 3 tables. Bibliography. 
The annual reports of Singapore have for several years been far more than a mere 
official record of the administration. The latest issue, written by W. L. Blythe, the 


474 








Z2esenh 


L 


reows 


— »- on od toe 











Colonial Secretary of the Colony, reviews a year which saw considerable improve- 
ments in the defence measures and a lessening, though not an elimination, of 
subversive activities. A section of general information includes chapters on geography, 
natural history, history and administration, and a new and excellent 16-page annotated 
bibliography. The illustrations include some attractive colour plates, mostly examples 
of local art, and sixteen pages of photographs taken during the visit of H.R.H. the 
Duchess of Kent. (959°52) 


West Indies 

DEVELOPMENT AND WELFARE IN THE WEST INDIES 1932. 
Sir George Seel for the Colonial Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 4s. 1953. 24°6 cm. 
104 pages. Charts. Tables. Paper bound. (Colonial No. 291) 


This annual report on Caribbean welfare has little spectacular to record, save steady 
development on established lines. Productivity is steadily increasing, new industries 
(cement, bauxite, saw-milling) have come into operation. Nevertheless, the financial 
situation of the territories is serious, whilst the threat of over-population has not been 
tackled. (972°9) 


Trinidad 

THE TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO YEAR BOOK, 1953. Compiled by 
Henry Dow. 88th year. Yuille’s Printerie (Port-of-Spain), $1°50. 1953. 21°5 cm. 
$70 pages. Frontispiece. Index. Paper bound. 

The latest edition of this standard yearbook contains general information about the 

islands including communications, economics, legal matters, education, medicine, 

etc., and a complete Civil List and a Trade Directory. (972-983) 


Australia 

SETTLERS AND CONVICTS, Or Recollections of Sixteen Years’ Labour 
in the Australian Backwoods. An Emigrant Mechanic. Foreword by C. M. H. 
Clark. Melbourne University Press (Melbourne, Australia): Cambridge University Press 
(London), 18s.6d. 1953. 23 cm. 276 pages. 4 illustrations. Map. Index. 


Published in London in 1847 and reprinted in 1852, this volume of recollections has 
long lain in comparative and undeserved obscurity. Professor Manning Clark shows 
that the name, Alexander Harris, used by the author was a pen-name. However, 
whether a convict or the free settler he claimed to be, the unidentified writer certainly 
knew well conditions in New South Wales during the early decades of the nineteenth 
century. His account generally has an air of authenticity and provides a vivid and 
useful record of the adventurous life led by the Australian colonists of the time. 
(994°02) 


THE GOVERNMENT AND THE PEOPLE 1939-1941. Paul Hasluck. 
Australian War Memorial (Canberra, Australia), 25s. 1953. 24 cm. 644 pages. 
75 illustrations. 4 graphs. Notes. Index. (Australia in the War of 1939-1945. Series 4 
(Civil). (Vol. 1) 

The first of two volumes devoted to the political and social history of Australia during 

World War II, this work begins with a survey of events of the years between the two 

wars, and finishes with the entry of Japan into the conflict in December 1941. The 

attitudes and activities of civilians during the early years of the war are described, and 
events in the political and administrative spheres are treated in detail. The author, 
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now a member of the Federal Cabinet, has been fitted by his academic and 
journalistic training and public service career to write this the third volume to appear 
in the series of official war histories. (994°05) 


FICTION 


General 


A LEASE OF LIFE. P. B. Abercrombie. Verschoyle, 12s.6d. 1953. 20°3 cm. 
222 pages. 

Like Miss Abercrombie’s first novel (The Rescuers) this is a study of personal relations 
told in a fastidiously balanced exploratory prose. It concerns an American in 
diplomatic service who visits England to recuperate after a mental breakdown, 
leaving a fiancée behind him; a woman falls unsuccessfully in love with him; he 
falls unsuccessfully in love with another woman. And yet his journey from home is 
not a failure: it brings reconciliation to life, to his fiancée, and to his own country. 
The visual quality of Miss Abercrombie’s writing is a great pleasure. 


EPITAPH OF A SMALL WINNER. Machado de Assis. Translated from 
the Portuguese by William L. Grossman. W. H. Allen, 12s.6d. 1953. 20°5 cm. 
238 pages. 

A Brazilian classic of the last century, this novel takes the form of a writer’s auto- 

biography composed after his death, which situation, he claims, allows him a total 

frankness and removes any impediments of pride or reserve. This attitude, not 
universally shared by authors, seems to imply both a modest nature and a reasonably 
successful career. At any rate the life-story with its love-affairs, triumphs and disasters 
is beautifully told with a subtle narrative sense and a sharp-edged but kindly wit. 
A mature and assured writer, de Assis is admirably served here by his translator. 


THE HOUSE OF MOREYS. A Romance. Phyllis Bentley. Gollancz, 12s.6d. 
1953. 19 cm. 284 pages. 


Phyllis Bentley’s new novel is fittingly named a romance, for it skilfully welds 
together all the ingredients—mystery, adventure, passion, and fancy—of the romantic 
tale. The illicit loves of succeeding generations have cast an evil spell over the Moreys 
family which is broken by the pure and selfless love of the heroine through whose 
eyes the story is unfolded. The scene of this drama of sharp contrasts and primitive 
emotions is Yorkshire in the turbulent years of the Luddite riots. The House of Moreys 
will be welcomed by all who enjoyed Miss Bentley’s West Riding novels and will 
appeal equally to newcomers who like a good yarn told with zest and imagination. 


MY MOTHER’S HOUSE and SIDO. Colette. Translated from the French 
respectively by Una Vicenzo Troubridge and Enid McLeod. Introduction by 
Roger Senhouse. Secker & Warburg, 12s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 240 pages. 


This volume contains two books (first published in Paris: La Maison de Claudine, 
1922; Sido, 1929) which have never been published together as one volume in France. 
This is strange, as they are so obviously one story—the account of Colette’s childhood 
in a village of Lower Burgundy during the latter part of the nineteenth century. This 
is one of the most enchanting of all Colette’s enchanting books—a rich work of 
humanity, humour and love dominated by the character of Colette’s mother, an 
endearing person endearingly described. 
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KINGFISHERS CATCH FIRE. Rumer Godden. Macmillan, 12s.6d. 1953. 
I9°8 cm. 300 pages. 

Few writers can evoke the spirit of a place so incisively as Miss Godden. The 
atmosphere of the Kashmir mountain village in which this story is set plays, indeed, 
a vital part in it. A young woman, recently widowed, is drawn to the place and, left 
almost penniless, determines to live there with two young children ‘as peasants’. This 
idealistic, romantic and thoroughly good-hearted woman is yet in some ways 
strangely insensitive and little understands the people among whom she has settled 
or, in fact, her own daughter. The result is some disastrous occurrences in which 
tragedy is only just averted. Miss Godden writes with an exquisite and light touch, 
but her book is nevertheless a moving and true picture of a place and a people that 
she knows from intimate experience of them. 


MR. STIMPSON AND MR. GORSE. Patrick Hamilton. Constable, 12s.6d. 
1953. 19 cm. 356 pages. 
Here is an unusually interesting—if not quite successful—book. The story is simple: 
a confidence trickster imposes on a snobbish and foolish Colonel’s widow and 
defrauds her of £500. But Mr. Hamilton treats this situation in such detail and with 
such erudition that much of his book reads like a sociological treatise. The explana- 
tions and homilies are a blemish, but in compensation there is much out-of-the-way 
information and here—as always—the author shows that in the portrayal of seedy 
middle-class men and women he is unsurpassed. The story is first-class entertainment. 


FABLES. Jacquetta Hawkes. Cresset Press, 15s. 1953. 22°3 cm. 174 pages. 


Mrs. Hawkes is mainly concerned to hammer out the moral that life is life and should 
be accepted as such, lacrimae rerum and all, and cannot be dragooned and organised 
into a Utopia without losing far more than it has gained. Her fables vary greatly in 
length and many are not without observation of the animals which are used as 
vehicles for her parables. The longest, entitled ‘The Unites’, casts a Wellsian glance 
into the future and, by telling the tale of a concrete revolution against a human ‘ant’ 
society, affirms the author’s faith in the persistence of entropy in human affairs. 


A LITTLE MADNESS. A London Story. Peter Vansittart. Bodley Head, 12s.6d. 
1953. 20°8 cm. 224 pages. 

It is not so much the story of this novel that makes it well worth attention, but the 
sharply focused picture it gives of ‘bohemian’ artistic life in London. The pubs, 
clubs, and attics where youthful novelists or unsuccessful poets congregate provide 
the setting for most of the action in the book, which is concerned with the relationship 
of a young writer and a girl artist who is either a pathetic victim of circumstance or 
a resourceful ‘romancer’—neither the young writer nor the reader is quite sure. A 
youthfully intense book, but perceptive and intelligent. 


A STRANGER CAME TO THE FARM. Mika Waltari. Translated from 
the Swedish version by Naomi Walford. Putnam, 10s.6d. 1953. 20°3 cm. 243 pages. 
Illustrations by Charles Mozley. 

A stranger arrives at a lonely farm inhabited by a man and his wife; the woman, 

unhappily married, falls in love with the stranger; the husband becomes violently 

jealous. No plot could be less original than this—yet the Finnish novelist Mika 

Waltari has made something original of it by stripping it down to its primitive and 
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even barbaric essence. He makes startlingly pure the ‘impure’ emotions of these people, 
who are removed from accepted values and presented as figures isolated in an empty 
landscape. The Finnish scenery is vividly described. 


Crime, Detection and Mystery 
AFTER THE FUNERAL. Agatha Christie. Collins, 10s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 
192 pages. 

At the funeral of a very rich man in a large country house, one of the assembled 
relatives casually lets loose the assumption that he was murdered. Eccentric though 
Cora Lansquenet is known to be, suspicion is soon sown amongst all concerned in 
his estate, and Hercule Poirot is called in to advise. When Cora is herself murdered 
the mystery is intensified. Mrs. Christie is at the top of her form, and cunningly 
builds up a seemingly fool-proof case against practically every member of the 
excellently presented cast and, needless to say, has a surprise for the reader in the final 
chapter. 


THIRD PARTY RISK. Nicolas Bentley. Michael Joseph, 10s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 
240 pages. 

A ‘thriller’ precisely told in the first person by a journalist who obliges a chance 
acquaintance in the south of France by taking charge of a certain envelope and by 
offering to drive his car back to England. Unwittingly Geiger becomes increasingly 
involved in crooked business—including murder. The documents in the case are not 
quite the usual international spy stuff, and the hero’s hair-raising adventures are a 
little out of the ordinary, too. A lively story in which the reader is kept guessing. 


THE BIG WATER. Mark Derby. Collins, 10s.6d. 1953. 19°8 cm. 256 pages. 
This story of espionage, suspense and pursuit begins with murder in a hospital in 
Penang, moves through Singapore to the flooded rivers of Borneo, and reaches its 
wild climax in the heart of the jungle. A young American girl, who was brought up by 
Dyaks during the Japanese occupation, and a Czech doctor who had been tortured 
by Germans and Russians, are matched against a ruthless Chinese spy and a corrupt 
American journalist, and the story comes to the expected romantic ending, but this 
is no stale concoction of thrills; Mr. Derby writes with feeling and power. 


Reprints 


CHRISTMAS BOOKS. Charles Dickens. Macdonald, 10s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 
463 pages. 7 plates in colour and 20 drawings from the original illustrations by 
John Leech. Biographical and bibliographical note. (Macdonald Illustrated Classics) 

An attractive new edition of one of the most loved of Dickens’ books, a collection 

of long stories which were first published between 1843 and 1848: A Christmas Carol, 

The Chimes, The Cricket on the Hearth, The Battle of Life, and The Haunted Man. 

They include, among other famous characters, the immortal Scrooge and the Cratchit 

family. This edition is based on the earliest editions and on that corrected by Dickens 

in 1867-68. 


IN THE BEGINNING. Norman Douglas. Introduction by Constantine 
FitzGibbon. Folio Society, 18s. 1953. 22°7 cm. 213 pages. 

A new and very attractive edition of one of the later novels (1927) of the author of 

South Wind. \t is characteristic work, polished, amoral, highly entertaining—a tale 

of Arcadia when gods and goddesses still walked among men, and the last of the satyrs 

brooded in remote valleys. The illustrations are admirable. 
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KENILWORTH. Sir Walter Scott. Macdonald, 10s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. $59 pages. 
4 plates in colour and 9 drawings by Hookway Cowles. Plan of Kenilworth Castle. 
Author’s introduction and notes. Biographical and bibliographical note. 
(Macdonald Illustrated Classics) 


A new edition of one of Scott’s most famous historical romances, s¢t ifi.the England 
of Elizabeth 1, which was first published in 1821. Scott takes considérable liberties 
with historical truth in this story of the Earl of Leicester’s marriage'to"Amy Robsart, 
but he makes the most of its drama and suspense, and its colourful background. This 
edition is from the last (1831) which was corrected in proof by the.author. The 
illustrations are not worthy of it, but otherwise it is admirable, and good value at 
the price. 


BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS 
Fiction 
STORM ON THE MARSH. Viola Bayley. Dent, 8s.6d. 1953. 19-3 cm. 
192 pages. Coloured frontispiece and illustrations by Sheila MacGregor. 


This exciting adventure story by the author of The Dark Lantern will be read with 
avid attention by young readers between ten and fifteen. It involves four boys and 
girls in a series of thrilling experiences on the Romney Marsh, first as unwitting 
collaborators of the villain who pretends to be a secret agent on a spy hunt and later, 
when they discover their mistake, as the resourceful assistants of the hunted man. The 
four children help to locate the treasure which is the clue to the whole mystery, and 
share in the final triumph of victim over persecutor. 


THE CORNET OF HORSE. A Tale of Marlborough’s Wars. WITH 
WOLFE IN CANADA, or The Winning of a Continent. REDSKIN 
AND COWBOY. A Tale of the Western Plains. G. A. Henty. Abridged 
editions. Latimer House, 6s. each. 1953. 19 cm. 2$4: 256: 256 pages. Frontispiece. 

These three books are representative of Henty’s historical and adventure stories 

popular with boys a generation ago. In each of the first two the hero takes part in 

great historical events—the War of the Spanish Succession and the Seven Years’ 

War respectively—making a career for himself and discomfiting the villain of the 

story. The third takes the hero through thrilling gold-mining and ranching adventures 

in late nineteenth century America. He finally unmasks his uncle’s murderer who 
had usurped his inheritance. These slightly abridged editions should make Henty as 
popular with modern boys as he was with their fathers. 


THE RIDDLE OF DOOLEY CASTLE. Garry Hogg. Nelson, 7s.6d. 1953. 
20°§ cm. 232 pages. Coloured frontispiece and 6 black-and-white illustrations by 
Maz. 

Jonty, Nat and Pen, and the Norwegian girl Leiv, are already familiar to Garry Hogg’s 
readers. Here, the children spend an exciting holiday on the Kerry coast of Ireland 
investigating a remote castle—which is found to contain two children, closely 
guarded, and a gang of jewel thieves. After much morse signalling with the captives, 
much exploration of ancient tunnels (often found in that part of Ireland) and some 
good team work, all described in a very lively fashion, the riddle of Dooley Castle is 
successfully solved. For children from eleven onwards. 
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SWEDISH FAIRY TALES. Translated by Irma Kaplan. Muller, 10s.6d. 1953. 
20°3 cm. 267 pages. Illustrations by Carol Calder. 


These ten stories are chosen from an old collection of tales gathered from all parts of 
Sweden about a century ago and they follow traditional patterns. Sooner or later all 
children are introduced to the world of fairies and witches, brave princes and 
beautiful princesses through one source or another, but in this book Irma Kaplan has 
wisely replaced certain incidents with fiction of her own based on Swedish folklore 
to make the fantasies more acceptable to modern children. The illustrations are 
charming, though one or two are deliberately frightening as is customary with books 


of fairy tales. 


IT WAS REALLY CHARLIE’S CASTLE. William Sansom. Hogarth 
Press, 38.6d. 1953. 19°8 cm. 24 pages. Coloured frontispiece and black-and-white 
illustrations by Eric Hobbs. 


A delightful short story for children from a well-known novelist. Peter and Poppy, on 
holiday at the seaside, want very much to win the Mayor’s prize for the best sand- 
castle on the beach, but their ambition is only achieved with the help of Charlie, 
a baby seal, who in this way shows his gratitude to them for rescuing him from a 
lobster. This tale will be enjoyed by the age group three to six, and the large clear 
print will be an advantage to those who are learning to read for themselves. 


Non-Fiction 
CALLING ALL BOYS to Spot the Criminal. Newton Branch. Publicity 
Products, $s. 1953. 26°6 cm. 93 pages. Numerous illustrations and photographs. 
Endpaper drawings. (Bulldog Books) 
This is a most absorbing book for boys in their teens about four young friends who 
learn from Inspector Hawke, a famous detective and the father of one of them, how 
criminals are traced by various clues. After stumbling across the trail of a gang of 
fur thieves they decide to form themselves into a Special Investigation Squad and to 
try and hunt down the evildoers. The Inspector encourages their enthusiasm by 
giving them lessons in observation, checking fingerprints, taking casts of footprints, 
judging the speed of a moving vehicle and reading codes and cyphers. Needless to 
say, the Squad’s activities are eventually crowned with success. Photographs taken 
at Scotland Yard and the Home Office add considerably to the interest of the book. 


FAMOUS CANADIAN STORIES. Edited by George E. Tait. New and 
revised edition. McClelland & Stewart (Toronto, Canada), $3-00. 1953. 20°7 cm. 
320 pages. Drawings by Vernon Mould. 


Brief stories of great men and great occasions in the history of Canada, arranged in 
groups—Exploration, The North-West Passage, New France, Ontario, and other 
Provinces—and of famous Canadians of modern times. The field is wide, over seventy 
famous men appearing, so that each tale is necessarily brief and confined to a single 
incident. All are briskly and brightly written. For boys and girls from twelve to 
sixteen. 
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